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Photograph 83: On the other side of the square Chinese park luxury cars. Then get
photographed.

Photograph 84
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Photograph 85: Due to restricted access to the square believers have no other choice
but to pray on the main road exposing themselves to the risk of the cars.

Photograph 86



Mahmut, a Uighur carpet seller from Kashgar, is not surprised by the police presence in the
mosques as he argues it is not the first time that Muslims are being targeted in mosques. Images
of religious repression in Urumqi are strikingly familiar because the same things are happening
in his homeland -Kashgar- for decades.

His father, a well known and respected carpet dealer of Kashgar has been serving an indefinite
sentence in prison as 6 years ago he the visited Middle East for business purposes because most
of their clients are of Arabic origin. There he visited mosques and bought religious books and
materials for educational purposes that are unavailable in China. Upon arrival he was suspected
of getting into contact with religious extremists and was taken into custody without a trial or a
court hearing, "Just a police report was enough”.

Mahmut like many other Uighurs from Kashgar believe that- unlike many Urumqi Uighurs
(Minkaohan) who for years have benefited from the Chinese influx- Kashgaris have much more
to complain about. China discriminates against on Uighurs from the Kashgar and Hotan
prefectures limiting the international travel to the minimum and having stopped issuing
passports for Uighurs residing there for years now. He adds that:

“Myself, members of our family and friends are frequently subjected to arrests and
interrogations. During the July violence I received calls from international clients who were
worried about the situation in Xinjiang and about my well-being. Next morning police shut my
store and questioned me in regard to these phone calls.”

In September 2009 Li Zhi, Urumqi's Communist Party secretary, was replaced not because of
failing to prevent the unrest and growing dissatisfaction among Uighur minorities but because
Chinese Han protested demanding changes in the leadership of Xinjiang. The public protests
came after rumours of suspected syringe attacks taking place in the busy streets in Da Bazaar that
targeted Urumqi's Han population. Hans claimed that Uighurs were behind the attacks,
something that caused more paranoia and racism in Urumqi streets.

Enver Tohti, a Uighur in diaspora, has worked during the 80s as a surgeon in Urumqi's hospital.

He observes that syringe attacks are not instigated by separatist forces to undermine ethnic unity
as official reports claimed- and sees no direct link between the attacks and politics in the region.
He claims that, "Syringe attacks are not new to Xinjiang. These incidents have been taking place
since the 70s as some drug addicts use hypodermic needles to rob passers in order to buy drugs."

The media claimed there were hundreds of Chinese Hans claiming they were attacked but
surprisingly the hospitals confirmed only a few incidents where no one seemed to be infected.
Following the Han protests Wang Lequan, Xinjang's communist Party secretary, was removed
from office. Despite the replacement of the party's secretary by the former Hunan party secretary
Zhang Chunxian- a more liberal politician- prejudice in Xinjiang grew evenmore and day to day
life in Xinjiang and the security measures remained.
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Indeed across every Uighur social class in Urumqi the consequences of both the July incidents
and the syringe attacks as well as the official propaganda are highly noticeable.
Unemployment among Urumqi Uighurs grew as many Chinese owned businesses such as
Nissan and China Mobile fired many Uighurs- even Minkaohan- for no obvious reasons. An
employee in Nissan told me that since the unrest all Chinese Han employers' and colleagues'
attitudes changed towards him even though they knew he was completely innocent and had
nothing to do with the riots.

"I was bullied at work for what Uighurs did last July. Colleagues treated me with hatred and
suspicion. Two months later I was fired. Together with another two Uighurs."

Another Uighur- medicine student- has been refused entry to the local supermarket for months
after the July incidents, a common practice also by many Chinese run businesses out of fear or
prejudice.

From my own experience, more often than not, Chinese taxi drivers have been refusing to stop
to my call for a taxi as because of my European look Hans tend to confuse me for a Uighur.
Furthermore in a number of instances I have witnessed racism anddiscrimination towards
Uighurs by Chinese staff in banks, restaurants, busses, public services, train stations, trains and
so on.

English First language center has forbidden Uighur staff to speak Uighur in class, during breaks,
on school premises, not even on the phone. In addition they have been forced to change their
names with Chinese or English names so they don't sound Uighur.

Other English schools have forbidden foreign teachers to live in Uighur parts of the city offering
the debatable excuse that it is not safe. Some explicitly told foreign teachers that "Uighurs are
Muslim separatists”. They even went as far as to fire staff that did not accept to move out from
the Uighur part to a Chinese part.

Travel agencies, tourist guides and businesses together with police have also contributed to the
ghettoization of Uighur areas. Many issued notices to avoid visiting Urumqi's city centre due to
criminal activities but also travelling to Southwest and Northwest of Xinjiang in the Illi and
Kashgar prefectures.
State television continued to show small videos and raw footage from the riots for months to
come following the riots, thus contributing also in keeping the tension up. A permanent
exhibition with images from 5 July has been held in Youhao- a Chinese area- displaying images
of Hans in the hospital injuredwith pouring blood down their faces. Such images aswith Tibetan
riots have inflamed an anti-Uighur sentiment among sections of Han populations not only in
Xinjiang but all over China. Regularly, interviews of Han victims have been broadcasted several
months later speaking about the attacks whilst children of the dead spoke about howmuch they
miss their beloved ones. Similarly China daily have had published throughout 2010 several
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featured stories of Chinese orphans whose parents were killed by Uighurs.

Surprisingly therewere not any similar reportage or interviews neither of the families of the dead
Uighurs in Shaogan factory in Guangzou nor from the 16 Uighurs executed for participation in
the riots, not to mention the ones missing, arrested, or serving long term sentences in prison still
unable to contact their families.

Official reports have placed the blame squarely on all Uighurs for the riots making no distinction
between them.
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Photograph 87 Rebiya Kadeer's Trade Center, once a non profit organization aimed to provide
jobs for Uighur women and the unprivileged has been shuttered and slated for destruction
since the July riots. The Chinese government has blamed the exiled Uighur leader as
responsible for the ethnic violence.



Despite the seeming calm many Xinjiang citizens believe that the tension will continue to be a
crucial factor between Uighurs and Hans. Uighur official language has been virtually eliminated
from university studies, popular literature has been banned, migrant students in Urumqi are
forced to leave during summer vacations.

The Uighur language has been banned from being taught to foreigners, whilst the issuing of new
passports and renewals have been stopped until further notice.

It is little surprise, therefore that Uighur anger has not diminished almost two years after the
Urumqi unrest. Many Minkaomin Uighurs have rushed to abandon Urumqi for their safety of
their hometowns. Minkaohan blame Minkaomin for the unrest feeling they have to suffer the
consequences though completely innocent.

REFLECTIONS ON CHINESE POLICY IN XINJIANG - UIGHUR AUTONOMOUS REGION

7 5

Photograph 88



What lies ahead is difficult to answer. The Tarim basin in Xinjiang hold immense oil reserves, the
province of Xinjiang is the richest in mineral wealth and agriculture whilst tourism and trade
with neighbouring central Asian states is booming. The clearly delineated borders with 7 central
Asian states and China and the strong economic, political, diplomatic and military cooperation
among them suggests the existence of a political and security bloc that could tip the global
balance of power. China is treated by its central Asian neighbours as a world power and its
influence continues to grow in South-East Asia. Xinjiang-strategically located in the crossroad of
different civilizations- is far too important for China's big ambitions and any discussion- and
hopes of Uighurs in diaspora- about an independent East Turkestan state is doomed to fail.

In addition many questions remain about the true goal of Xinjiang Uighurs. From my own
experience living in Xinjiang Uighurs are geographically and culturally quite diverse (Kashgar is
1000 kilometres away from Urumqi) thus different localities and social groups hold different
concepts of Uighur identity.
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To this one should add the dichotomy between Minkaohan and Minkaomin Uighurs -a
distinction created by the Chinese education in Xinjiiang- and especially the ones from the lower
and middle classes who identify more with the hometown or religion instead of Uighurness.
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On the other hand the July unrest and the following crash assimilation imposed by the
government's strike hard measures might isolate Uighurs even more from Hans thus making
them more aware of their “otherness”.

Whilst it is too early to speak about of a Pan Uighur identity what seems more certain is that in
the following years Xinjiang's Uighurs from the western prefectures (Kashgar-Hotan) will turn
even more to their local culture and Islamic religion. With the old Uighur parts in Urumqi being
demolished by bulldozers and with Uighurs and Islam being demonized by government and
media, more and more Uighurs will radically move inward to their hometowns.

The mutual contempt between Uighurs and Hans will grow as more Chinese Han penetrate the
Western region especially after China's plan to revive the old Silk Road.

In this project Beijing plans to operate 7 new airports in Xinjiang by 2015. Amulti-billion dollar
expansion of the railway promises to link China with Europe in only a few days. Kashgar will
become a key trading and manufacturing hub alike China's coastal provinces.

From there fast trains will ship directly to Europe, Middle East and Asian countries through
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan and Russia.

In Pakistan, China is reconstructing the KKH (Karakoram Highway) and Azad (Pakistani)
Kashmir (since the earthquake that destroyedmost of it) so that their products can reach the port
of Karachi in the south of Pakistan and from there shipped directly saving both on transportation
costs and time (compared to when shipped from Guangzou). In all the neighbouring countries,
Chinese traders and sellers are welcomed and the counterfeit products have the biggest share of
the market.

According to the plans, Kashgar will boom as a trading paradise as during the Silk road era-1000
years ago. Unemployment will decrease and together with it, the tension and dissatisfaction.
Indeed Beijing hopes that the masterplan will have financial but also political gains as the
resulting economic boom will end decades of hostility and disturbances among Uighurs and
Hans.

But many Uighurs fear that the plans for turning Kashgar to the centre of Xinjiang and Asia's
main producer and exporter is just an excuse for the demolition of the Uighur areas and that
Uighurs will not benefit from the economic boom.As noted byMahmut, a resident in the old city
of Kashgar:

“The influx of millions more Hans into the region will endanger our own culture. Look around
you and you will see our properties and religious sites being turned into commercial malls and
business opportunities for the Chinese newcomers to take advantage off. What if Kashgar booms
and Kashgariliks don't have equal opportunities with the Hans? We have seen this before in
Xinjiang.
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"Then they will say we don't speak good Chinese or we don't work hard enough and as always
Hans will take all the good jobs.”
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Photograph 91 Uighur Muslims stroll the old city in Kashgar soon to be demolished. The
Chinese government has forbidden Muslims to wear the headscarf whilst working in the
public sector. Chinese businesses do the same excluding from the labour force thousands of
Muslim women in Kashgar that refuse to remove the headscarf.



Saying it fears earthquake damage, Chinese government has started the demolition of 85% of the
Uighur centuries old town. Official propaganda claims that most of it would be rebuilt and the
reproduction will retain the ancient Islamic architecture preserving Uighur culture. On the
contrary, Uighurs in pain are relocated whilst mid rise apartments, plazas and development
projects are taking their place. The Government has decided to turn a small part of the old town
into an open air museum for tourists to visit.
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Photograph 92

Photograph 93: Traditional Islamic architecture in Kashgar
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Photograph 94: A homeless Uighur sleeps by the old city walls

Photograph 95: 2009. Uighur quarter before demolition
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Photograph 96: 2011. After demolition. plans for progress are in full swing. An artificial lake
has been constructed in the area where once was the centre of the Uighur quarter.

Photograph 97: First generation Chinese kids enjoy a sunny day at the lake. Their parents
have benefited from the move West policy of China who provides funding for Chinese Han to
settle down in Xinjiang and start up businesses.



The regeneration project to transform Kashgar’s ancient city once the centre of the Silk Road to
a modern city has had a big impact not only to the local Uighur Bazaar economy that depends
heavily on its central location but also to the everyday life of the people. Children’s games in the
Uighur neighbourhoods have become a risky adventure as the physical environment is being
transformed into a massive construction site.
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Photograph 98
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Photograph 100

Photograph 99 The Sunday animal Bazaar where Silk Road traders use to trade their
livestock has moved from the city centre to the outskirts of the city
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Periodically, the issue of China’s actions in its Northwestern province of Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Region comes to the fore. The most recent of these incidents
was in July 2009 when so-called riots in the region led to the arrest and detention
of many Uighurs as well as the deaths of many involved in what began as peaceful
protests. Portrayed by the media in China, and to some extent the West, as the
violent rioting of extremist separatists, rampaging and killing ethnic Han, the
events have fallen away from scrutiny and a more truthful and impartial account
has been given little opportunity to surface.

This essay recounts the run up to July 2009 in XUAR and provides an eyewitness
account of the events and their aftermath. They are presented here in a bid to kick
start the type of dialogue with the Chinese authorities needed to help China’s
anti-imperialist ambitions have better realisation within its own borders.




