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he past year has
once again been
dominated by the
g o v e r nm e n t ' s
efforts to assimilate
Britain's Muslim

community.
Emboldened by the largely

timid reactions that have greeted
the implementation of previous
measures, the Tory-led coalition
government stayed on the offen-
sive, adding to the mountain of
laws that already exist aimed at
engineering a socially liberal and
politically compliant Muslim
community.

The Trojan Horse scandal in
Birmingham, found to be fabri-
cated and amplified by the
Zionist, neo-con, former educa-
tion minister Michael Gove, to
fabricate a national anti-Muslim
panic about extremism, provided

the governmentwith a concocted
mandate to extend its indoctrina-
tion agenda into the nation's
schools.

Henceforth schools would be
required to inculcate and rein-
force 'British' values in addition
to maintaining their recently-
acquired role of policing pupils
for signs of extremism under the
PREVENT programme. The
focus on British values in
response to unfounded accusa-
tions of Muslim extremism
implies that they are either
incompatible with Islam or that
Muslims cannot be trusted to
uphold them. More disturbingly,
rather than being independently
thought out, British values are
being defined in opposition to
Islam.

The perceived need to subject
all Muslims to more stringent

policing was again exposed
when a report by the thinktank
Claystone revealed that the char-
ities regulator, the Charity
Commission, had labelled 55
charities with the issue code
“extremism and radicalisation”
without their knowledge, in the
period 5December 2012 to 8May
2014. These charities were/are
being monitored as a potential
concern for matters relating to
extremism and radicalisation.
Since there are nowritten criteria
for applying or removing this
label it lends itself to non-evi-
dence based targeting of Muslim
groups, a concern borne out by a
Guardian study which showed
that of all the investigations
being carried out by the
Commission from April 2012
until November 2014 more than
20 percent were of Muslim

organisations.
The government's resolve to

deal with Muslims as a security
problem (instead of citizens to be
served on an equal footing) was
again in evidence when it
awarded £8m to the Charity
Commission and gave it wide-
reaching new powers to confront
'extremism'. It followed the
appointments to the board of the
Commission of Peter Clarke, the
former head of Scotland Yard's
Counter Terrorism Command
andWilliam Shawcross, a board
member of the pro-Zionist
Anglo-Israel Association whose
views on Islam are best summed
up in his 2012 statement that
“Europe and Islam is one of the
greatest, most terrifying prob-
lems of our future. I think all
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In the name
of Allah, the Merciful,
the Compassionate

THE AIMS OF
THE ISLAMIC
HUMAN
RIGHTS
COMMISSION

� To champion the
rights and duties
revealed for human
beings.

� To promote a
new social and
international order,
based on truth,
justice, righteousness
and generosity, rather
than self-interest.

� To demand virtue
and oppose
wrongdoing in the
exercise of power
(from whatever base
that power derives -
e.g. political, judicial,
media, economic,
military, personal,
etc.).

� To gather
information about,
and to publicise,
atrocities, oppression,
discrimination, and
other abuses of
divinely-granted
rights.

� To campaign
for redress, and to
support the victims
of such crimes.

� To campaign to
bring the
perpetrators and
their accomplices
to justice.

� To cooperate with
other groups and
individuals where
such cooperation is
likely to further the
achievement of these
aims.

The Islamic
Human Rights
Commission is an
NGO in Special
Consultative Status
with the Economic
and Social Council
of the United
Nations

TIMETO
STAND UP FOR

OURSELVES

'Muslims arebecoming to Britain
what the Jewswere toNaziGermany'

IHRC's hate
crime project
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European countries have vastly,
very quickly growing Islamic pop-
ulations.”

Unfortunately it did not end
there. There came the Counter
Terrorism and Security Act - per-
haps the most nefarious anti-
extremism legislation to date -
which turned the hitherto volun-
tary requirement for service
providers such as medics and
teachers to police clients for
extremism into a compulsory one.
Their incorporation into the state
security apparatus means that
individuals can now bemonitored
for signs of radicalisation from the
cradle to the grave.

IHRC noted at the time that the
Act effectively extends the crimi-
nalisation of publicly expressed
political views to religious views.
Those who dimissed as alarmist
our fears that the new legislation
targeted religious beliefs would
not have to wait long to see the
error of theirways.

Last May, IHRC found itself
intervening in the case of a pre-
dominantly Muslim school in
Leytonstone, East London, after its
pupils were issued with question-
naires soliciting their views on a
range of issues and hypothetical
cases designed to tease out any
"extremist" tendencies. The school
asked a series of highly loaded
questions which seem to be based
on a perception of extremism and
radicalisation held by right-wing
neo-cons.

Following its general election
victory in May the incoming Tory
government announced plans to
introduce yet more anti-extremism
laws including powers to close
down groups and premises
(mosques are not exempt) found to
be propagating or promoting so-
called extremist values. As usual
no definition of extremism was
advanced, arguably leaving the
way open for laws that will enable
officials to exercise an
Islamophobic discretion in their
application. The Tories also
pledged to combat so-called 'entry-
ism' in which people (read
Muslims) seek to take advantage of
democratic rules and processes to
take over institutions, which is
what the government alleges hap-
pened in the Birmingham schools
controversy.

For Muslims these and the raft
of other measures that have pre-
ceded them should leave no doubt
that they are becoming to Britain
what the Jews were to Nazi
Germany. Whether it is the tropes
about minority communities seek-
ing political domination, the desire
to exclude or at least severely limit
the involvement of practising

Muslims in public life, criminalis-
ing Islamic beliefs, religious prac-
tices and institutions, the orches-
trated media demonisation or the
concerted government attempt to
recast them in a secularised liberal
mould, everything points to the
systematic marginalisation of
Muslims and the institutionalisa-
tion of a second class status for
them inmodern Britain.

It's a pessimistic picture. The
government juggernaut, egged on
by an increasingly xenophobic and
Islamophobic mass media, rolls
relentlessly forward. In the face of
such widespread hostility from the
political and chattering classes it is
perhaps unsurprising to findmany
taking the view that resistance is
futile. Too many Muslims have
either conceded defeat, retiring
into the shadows to carry onwork-
ing quietly in the spaces left by the
government squeeze or, out of
naivety or temptation, accepted or
joined up with the government's
'anti-extremism' agenda.

IHRC refuses to accept these
are the only alternatives. We
believe thatwithout speaking truth
to power, our situation and that of
wider society would undoubtedly
be far worse.Whenwe asMuslims
defend our own rights it is not sim-
ply about self-preservation and
defending our way of life, we are
also upholding the fundamental
rights of wider society. Make no
mistake, the erosion of our rights
also represents an attack on the
rights of everybody else. We have
seen that with the Extradition Act
2003 under which not only
Muslims but many non Muslims
havebeen transferred to faceprose-
cution in the US for crimes they
have allegedly committed at home.
It has also been the case in anti-ter-
rorism legislation where for exam-
ple the Schedule 7 power, although
disproportionately used against

Muslims and other minorities, has
been employed by the state to try
and prevent journalists such as
Glenn Greenwald from publishing
material that compromises offi-
cials.

It behoves us as a community
appointed by the Almighty to
stand as "witnesses for mankind"
to reject oppression and stand firm
against injustice to the best of our
ability. As this newsletter outlines
IHRC does this in a number of
ways and across a wide range of
areas. While many of our activities
are necessarily reactive and driven
by events, we believe it is vital to
challenge injustices in a strategic
manner by setting the agenda and
trying to effect change proactively
by shaping public and political
opinion so that the decisions that
are ultimatelymademay reflect the
concerns and needs of the Muslim
community. One example of this is
our acclaimed research depart-
ment which is at the forefront of
documenting the nature and extent
of Islamophobia in the western
world through its Hate Crime
Project. Based on empirical data,
the project has so far produced
reports on France, USA, Canada,
and the UKwhere a second report
is about to be released (the findings
suggest that Islamophobia has got
a lotworse since 2011when the first
surveywas conducted).

Another example is the com-
paratively less publicised work we
do to challenge the growing
scourge of sectarianism in the
Ummah, primarily through our
position as chair of the Universal
Justice Network, an alliance of
Muslim NGOs. In the 18 years
since its inception our 'Charter
3:103' initiative, based on the 103rd
Quranic verse in the third chapter
of the Quran exhorting the believ-
ers to stay united, has gathered
momentum. After the historic
Pakistan declaration in 2013 in
which Pakistani leaders from vari-
ous Islamic schools of thought
signed up to a unity pact, in 2014
the focus shifted to Malaysia and
Indonesia where meetings were
convened with civil society, politi-
cal and religious leaders to discuss
and agree ways of preventing sec-
tarian narratives from infecting
their populations.

The task facing us is enormous
but rather than being discouraged
or daunted by it we should find
motivation in the many challenges
it presents. The myriad problems
facing us as a community requires
a commitment from all of us that is
rooted in a genuine desire to seek
the betterment of the Ummah and
theworld at large.As a community
we have the necessary resources,
all that is lacking is the collective
will.
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Author evening with M.G.Khan (right) : 'Young Muslims,
Pedagogy and Islam. Contexts and concepts'

Genocide Memorial Day 2015: Introduction - Ahmed Uddin (right)

What now for Europe? The instrumentalisation of the Paris
attacks: Arzu Merali

Sara Russell's Exhibition 'Another Day'

IHRC TV has progressed this year with regular
live events on www.ihrc.tv

being broadcast and later added to our
Youtube channel

www.youtube.com/user/IHRCtv
Highlights from this year

include the following:

text IHRC11 with either
£1, £5, £10, £20 to 70070

To donate to
IHRCT

TVIHRC
www.ihrc.tv

Liveon
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Muslims are increasingly being treated by politicians as a security threat
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more than just words.

Shine a light.

Be the di�erence 
between life 
and death.

humanappeal.org.uk
0161 225 0225
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IHRC held their annual
Genocide Memorial Day
conference on 18 January

2015 for the 5th year running
since its inception in 2010.
Every year attendance
grows, as does global media
attention and reporting from
it, and this year GMD con-
tinued to grow as a global
event with Jerusalem,
Amsterdam, Paris and
Brussels joining in with
simultaneous events. The
conference opened with a
message of solidarity from
Sandew Hira in Amsterdam
expressing the importance
of holding this conference at
the current time. Maria Lera
– an academic specializing
in Psychology from Seville -
made a fascinating contribu-
tion as she spoke about the
treatment of Muslims and
Jews in the defeat of Islamic
Andalucia and its parallels
with the Holocaust in Nazi
Germany. Rabbi Cohen from
Neturei Karta explained that
the current Zionist state of
Israel is far from what

Orthodox Jews consider to
be a legitimate state accord-
ing to the Jewish scripture.
He was followed by the
writer Matt Carr. He explic-
itly stated the value of using
history as a tool and draw-
ing parallels with the pres-
ent day. This was clearly
expressed in his discussion
of the oppression of the
Morisco peoples in post
IslamicAndalucia whowere
harassed and forced to
assimilate till they were
eventually expelled from
Spain. Law graduate and
writer Xain Storey made a
profound statement on the
genocide against First
Nation peoples in North
America – a nation built on
the bones of millions of
indigenous peoples. The sys-
tematic oppression against
them occurs to this day. A
spoken word performance
was also given by Hodan
Yusuf as she detailed the
steps leading to genocides -
steps that have been trodden
time and time again.

IHRC’s Institutional
Islamophobia conference
in December 2014 dis-

cussed the many ways in
which government institu-
tions consciously create and
socially engineer negative
perceptions of Muslims and
Islam and in doing so gener-
ate Islamophobia. The gov-
ernment’s Prevent strategy
was certainly a hot topic at
the conference for many
speakers andmembers of the
audience and certainly is a
worrying issue that desper-
ately needs special attention.

As a result, IHRC,
together with Campaign
Against Criminalising
Communities, is organising a
conference to address the
government’s Prevent pro-
gramme.

For several years, the
Home Office has funded a
programme supposedly to
‘Prevent Violent Extremism’.
The rationale is that people
who espouse ‘non-violent
extremism’ create an envi-
ronment in which terrorists
can operate and encourage
‘violent extremism’.
Therefore entire Muslim
communities must be moni-
tored for ‘extremist’ ideas.
There are defined as any-
thing that represents hostility
to ‘British values’. This
phrase conflates universal
human values with the
British state, whose foreign

policy regularly contradicts
such ideals. In practice, those
who criticise UK foreign pol-
icy have been treated as

‘extremists’ by the Prevent
programme.

This has spread fear
withinMuslim communities,
as well as among voluntary
organisations and public
employees who are expected
to implement the pro-
gramme. It is also given a
statutory basis by the
Counter-Terrorism and
Security Bill.

Thus the aim of the con-
ference is to raise issues,
deliver presentations and
papers as well as explore
ways of challenging the gov-
ernment’s Prevent pro-
gramme. In particular, the
purpose is to discuss what
thePrevent programmeactu-
ally prevents and protects,
how organisations and pub-
lic employees should
respond to its pressures, how
all individuals can collec-
tively resist its attacks on free
debate and explore possible

ways in which people can
undermine the state’s efforts
to enforce the programme.

Anumber of notable aca-

demics and activists will be
speaking such as Patricia
McManus, member of UCU
National Executive
Committee and Secretary of
Brighton Univeristy UCU;
Leory Logan, founder and
Chairman of REALLITY and
Cerie Bullivant, CAGE UK.
Last but certainly not least,
the keynote speech will be

delivered by Arun
Kundnani. Currently based
at New York University,
Arun Kundnani writes about
race, Islamophobia, political
violence and surveillance. A
former editor of the journal
Race & Class, he was edu-
cated at Cambridge
University and holds a PhD
from London Metropolitan
University. His latest book
The Muslims are Coming!
Islamophobia, extremism,
and the domestic War on
Terror, published in March
2014, is available at the IHRC
Bookshop.

•The conferencewill
take place onSaturday
13 June at TheWaterlily,
69-89Mile EndRoad,
LondonE1 4TT starting
2pm.A free lunchwill
be provided.

Conference:
Genocide Memorial
Day 2015

Event:

Upcoming conference
to dissect pernicious
Prevent strategy

Prevent monitors
all Muslims for

'extremist' ideas

Employment&
Immigration law

Please contact us on:
legal@ihrc.org - 020 8904 4222

202 Preston Road,Wembley HA9 8PA
www.ihrc.org.uk
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nce again we are
approaching the holy
month of Ramadan
for which we are
thankful and pray to

Allah SWT that we are able to
fully benefit from this glorious
month. We are also aware of
the growing pressures,
responsibilities and chal-
lenges that face us both
nationally and internationally.
As much as these pressures
are becoming increasingly
daunting, as Muslims we
believe that Allah SWT will
not test us beyond our capa-
bilities and therefore we need
to be confident in ourselves as
much as Allah SWT is confi-
dent in us.

Internationally we
are seeing the

rise of vio-
l e n c e ,
i n j u s -
t i c e s
a n d

oppression against people,
especially against Muslim
communities in places like
Palestine, Kashmir, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria, Myanmar
and elsewhere. We have also
seen the recent barbaric acts of

Daesh (the Islamic State)
being committed in the name
of Islam, supported and
financed by enemies of Islam
and humanity as a means of
further demonising not just
Muslims, but also our deen.

Furthermore, in recent
months we have witnessed
the Israeli-style bombardment
of Yemen – the poorest coun-
try in the region being oblit-
erated by the richest. We
are currently seeing basic
food and medical sup-
plies being denied to

Yemeni civilians.
What we have to do is

stand up for justice and the
rights of the oppressed, no
matter whom or where they
are and regardless of their
faith or religion. It is our duty
to ensure that there will be no
justification for attacking and
abusing innocent civilians. We
need to rise up to guarantee
that the basic needs of our fel-
low Muslims and human
beings are met. We cannot and
should not compromise the
Islamic principles of protect-
ing civilians and indeed even
our environment in times of
conflict. To fail to do so will
make us party to the trans-
gressions and barbarism to
which people around the
world are being subjugated.

Nationally, we are seeing
the ugly head of Islamophobia
and hatred against Muslims
being established on a daily
basis. The demonisation and
stereotyping of Muslims, and
indeed Islam, as a source of
terrorism and violence has
given excuses to the govern-
ment and wider colonial pow-
ers to introduce policies
designed to socially engineer
their preferred version of
Islam, destroying and vilify-
ing the very fabric of our
belief and commitment to
faith.

British government legis-
lation for fighting so-called
extremism, which has never
been defined, is one of the
many tools being used against
the Muslim community. We
are told this is not just a war
against extremism, but also
against non-violent extrem-

ism. The recent elections
expose the fallacy that the
political system is capable of
addressing the legitimate
needs and aspirations of the
Muslim community in Britain.

We need to be self-critical
here and hold to account those
in our community who help
uphold this status quo. Once
and for all we need to under-
stand our political activity
and recognise that our
engagement is needed more
than once every four years.
We must actively go and
lobby those candidates who
promise heaven on earth just
to be elected. There is no short
cut to effectively organising
our own community to ensure
there is a clear understanding
of the aims and objectives we
must achieve.

We must construct a com-
munity not just interested in
its own wellbeing but one that
wants to create a better and
just society for all. We are not
Muslim nationalists; we do
not behave like Muslim
nationalists. We should be
passionate for the eradication
of injustice, poverty and aim
to empower ourselves. We
need to work to create a better
economical, political and
social environment for every-
one. But before we can do that
we need to understand these
concepts ourselves, strive to
participate in grass roots
activism, and be confident
that with the help and support
of Allah SWT we can achieve
miracles, not just illusions. Let
us unite in bringing change
and creating a better society
for all.

What we have
to do is stand up
for justice and

the rights of the
oppressed, no

matter whom or
where they are
and regardless
of their faith or

religion.

O

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

Massoud Shadjareh
Chair, Islamic Human
Rights Commission

For more
information of our
publications and
access to reports

and briefings,
please log on to

our website

www.
ihrc.org
or contact us on

+44 (0) 20
8904 4222
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Abdullah worked for a major corporation, from the very beginning of his
employment he was subjected to ridicule and discrimination because of his
faith. Colleagues used to offer him pork to mock him.

IHRC helped Abdullah challenge his employers for the way he was treated by
colleagues and managers. His employers offered him £30,000 as a settlement
for his complaint.

Contact us if you think you have been
a victim of discrimination at work.

202 Preston Road,
Wembley HA9 8PA,

United Kingdom

T: 020 8904 4222
E: legal@ihrc.org

W: www.ihrc.org.uk

Abdullah was asked by his boss
‘is that a toilet brush on your face?’
So he contacted IHRC for advice

he counter-terrorism
legislation passed
earlier this year and the
new, more drastic
proposals on their way

with the Conservative
government are indicative of the
state’s attempt to targetMuslims
in every aspect of our lives.

Many of us are aware already
of the Prevent programme and
its intention to ‘de-radicalise’
Muslims believed to be at risk of
‘extremism’. The way it was
implemented in the past was to
fund activities in largelyMuslim
areas around the country, which
have functioned as a
brainwashing exercise, aiming to
transform youngMuslim
children into agents of the state
spouting nationalist rhetoric.

The new Prevent powers are
evenmore stringent, making it a
duty of every local authority,
school, NHS provider, social
services team, etc to identify
individuals at risk of
‘extremism’. That means every
service provider in the country
must monitor for signs of
‘extremism’ those to whom they
are providing a service . The
definition of ‘extremism’ is
broad, but includes opposition
to ‘fundamental British values’.
Because this is a term that has
the capacity to change in
definition over time and in
different contexts, it has the
potential to be applied to every
Muslim in the country. That
Prevent targets primarily
Muslims is clear in the guidance,

whichmakes numerous
references toMuslims and
‘Islamists’, with only a cursory
nod towards far right extremism,
the latter of which is actually on
the rise across Europe.

So it is clear then that Prevent
is part of a strategy of
criminalisingMuslim
communities, and encouraging
an environment of fear and
anxiety about whether or not we
will be subjected to the label of
‘extremist’. Because once the
service provider identifies
someone as ‘at risk’ (according to
the malleable definition), the
Prevent guidelines then indicate
that the individual will be
referred to a panel with a police
officer (despite no criminal
offence having been committed),
to determine whether or not they
should then be referred to a
programme of ‘de-
radicalisation’, where the
individual will be indoctrinated
to accept ‘fundamental British
values’. IHRC is particularly
concerned by the way schools are
being targeted, and that they
have adopted this mode of
operation astonishingly quickly
due to the heightened climate of
fear.

Where Prevent has got the
minutiae of individuals’ lives
covered, the new powers given
to the Charity Commission
means that the majority of
Muslim organisations will also
be closely monitored. The
powers allow for the
Commission to close bank

accounts, seize computers,
monitor the organisation for
extended periods of time, and
also shut them down. Ninety-
five percent ofMuslim
organisations are charities, and
statistics show they are
disproportionately targeted by
the Commission. With the new
head of the Commissions’ links
to neo-conservative
organisations like the Henry
Jackson Society, and his
comments presenting Islam as
the greatest threat to Europe, it is
clear that the government’s
agenda is to keep close tabs on
all Muslims at all times.

IHRC is working across
departments to challenge
Prevent where possible. We are
running campaigns and doing
research on what the programme
entails and how it will be
implemented. The advocacy
department in particular will be
taking on cases of individuals
who are being targeted by these
measures, supporting them
throughout the process, and
challenging the need for their
engagement in Prevent in the
first place. We are also working
closely with expert human rights
lawyers on this, and if necessary
can refer cases to them to
challenge decisions in the courts.

If you or anyone you know is
being subjected to scrutiny
under the Prevent programme,
please contact IHRCAdvocacy
for help and advice.

Lena Mohamed

T

IHRC ADVOCACY SUPPORTS
VICTIMS OF DRACONIAN
ANTI-TERROR MEASURES

FREE ADVICE
SURGERIES

IslamicHuman
Rights Commission
offers freeweekly
Information and
Advice surgeries
everyWednesdays.
Our professional
caseworkers can
provide peoplewith
information and
advice on awhole
range of issues.
Our service is
confidential,
independent and
free.

When are the
surgeries?

EveryWednesdays 5pm-
7pm

Appointments can be
made andwill be
available in 20minute
sessions.
What issues will
the surgeries
cover?
The advice surgerieswill
provide advice on:

• Employment
• Benefits
•Discrimination
•Complaints against the
Police

If our caseworkers are
unable to provide advice
on any issue youwill be
signposted as
appropriate.

Where are the
surgeries?
The surgerieswill be held
at IslamicHumanRights
Commissions office in
Wembley: 202 Preston
Road,WembleyHA9

8PA. Closest tube station
is Preston Road station on
theMetropolitan line.

Howmuch will it
cost?

All advice given at the
advice surgery is free of
charge.

If you are interested and
would like to book an
appointment, then
please call Islamic
HumanRights
Commission on 0208 904
4222.

Please note, as there are
limited sessions on offer,
theywill be available on
a first come, first served
basis butwewill try and
offer you the next
available date if they are
fully booked.
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t has been another
eventful year for the
IHRC Bookshop &
Gallery. We’ve success-
fully kept up the host-

ing of our stellar author
evenings, featuring new and
latest titles written by top aca-
demics. The Gallery has seen
two exhibitions by dynamic
artists enjoy splendid runs,
with many people viewing
them. Most importantly howev-
er, we have strived to maintain
our ethos of bringing the public
the best decolonial and anti-
imperial literature we can, and
disseminating knowledge that
challenges people to critically
rethink socio-political struc-
tures.

Our materials at the
Bookshop have continued to
garner praise. In addition to
maintaining our links with
publishers from round the
world such as Citizens
International we have since
improved much of our invento-
ry. These include our sections
on Critical Thinking, Islamic
Studies, History and
Representation Theory. The
Bookshop now boasts books on
and from the likes of Garvey
and Ibn Arabi to Zizek and
Finkelstein. Also improved is
our section on books about

Islamophobia, boosted by the
success of our own IHRC
Publications. The latest of these
is the insightful and alarming
‘Only Canadian: The
Experience of Hate Moderated
Differential Citizenship for
Muslims’.

Our children’s books as ever
remain a favourite, particularly
for the local community. With

overseas books from Iran on
‘The Stories of the Shanemah’
to teen tales of street gangs and
fast cars by Nai’ma B. Robert,
the new stock we have is testa-
ment to our willingness to cater
to all.

Our artwork and ornaments
have also proven an important
staple for the Bookshop &
Gallery. For instance our hand-

crafted turquoise plates and
vases from Esfahan have been a
big hit for those looking for a
distinctive style. Our artwork
persists in both beautifying
spaces as well as delivering a
poignant message.
Art available now includes

explosive new art of Malcolm X
from the mastermind behind
last year’s Intifada Street exhi-
bition; Muhammad Hamza.

Staying with the theme of
artwork, our exhibition ‘Layers
of Paradise’ ran from October
2014 to January 2015. By artist
and designer Romina Khanom
it featured an eclectic mix of
sculptures and installations
inspired by stencil art and
Arabesque geometry, with the
intended effect of creating art
that was spiritual in both form
and aesthetic.

Our most recent exhibition
was the brilliant ‘Visions of the
Future’ by OOMK (One of My
Kind). An independent publica-
tions collective, OOMK showed
us their out-of –the-box artistry
when they transformed our
gallery into their own zine-
based reading room! The room
showcased books that dis-
cussed a diverse range of socio-
political and religious topics.

To match our enlightening
exhibitions we felt we had to

have equally enlightening
author evenings. That’s cer-
tainly what we had in
November 2014 when Salman
Sayyid joined us to discuss his
latest book ‘Recalling the
Caliphate’ in which he dis-
cussed everything from
demands for Muslim autono-
my to the decolonisation
process within the Muslim

world.
Also in November we host-

ed Katy Sian for her second
event at IHRC, this time dis-
cussing her new book;
‘Conversations in Postcolonial
Thought’.Katy delivered a fas-
cinating recounting of the book,
a compendium of conversa-
tions with different postcolo-
nial thinkers that takes in
everything from Fanon to the
War on Terror.

In February 2015 we hosted
academic M.G Khan as he dis-
cussed his latest book ‘Young
Muslims, Pedagogy & Islam’.
Khan extensively communicat-
ed how and why Muslim youth
are feeling disadvantaged, and
effectively charts his own theo-
retical framework for Muslim
youth work.

With new exhibitions on the
horizon as well as many new
author events, the Bookshop &
Gallery look forward to hosting
these and many new events, as
well as bringing our mobile
bookstalls to talks and confer-
ences across the country. If you
are an author, artist or filmmak-
er and would like to organise
an event at our shop please con-
tact us at shop@ihrc.org or
02089044222.

Kamal Khan

Bookshop & Gallery go
from strength to strength
T

HRC’s innovative work on
Islamophobia is expanding.
2015 will not only be seeing
the publication and launch
of IHRC’s second report on

anti-Muslim hate crime and dis-
crimination in the UK but also
similar projects are being under-
taken in Germany and France.

Undoubtedly, acts of
Islamophobia and hatred against
Muslims have increased alarm-
ingly since IHRC’s previous pilot

report in the UK in 2009-10 (pub-
lished in 2011), and anti-Muslim
discriminatory rhetoric is certainly
becoming more and more
accepted. Arzu Merali, Director of
Research and co-founder of IHRC
and Saied R. Ameli, Professor of
Communications and North
American Studies, University of
Tehran, identified the problem of
underreporting of anti-Muslim
hate crimes and thus the need to
take leadership in providing regu- lar statistics to governments

and/or local authorities so that
they can understand the problems
thatMuslims face in the UK.

The survey methodology, the
Domination Hate Model of
Intercultural Relations (DHMIR)
created by Professor Ameli, was
piloted in the 2009-10 study and
was utilised in this project. The
DHMIR addresses the reality that
hate is mobilised by institutional
bodies of governance and con-
structed with the intention of gen-
erating negative reactions from
the hating society on the hated
society.

The fieldwork began early
2014with the distribution of quan-
titative and qualitative question-
naires in all regions of the UK –
electronic and hard copies – which
were dispersed in accordancewith
the size of the Muslim population
in each area to consider the effect
of demographic values on such
hate crimes. IHRC received over
1500 completed questionnaires,
among them 717 conducted online
and the remaining in print format,
from all boroughs of London to
small towns in Scotland. The dis-
tribution finally came to a close in

November 2014.
Some of the findings have been

released and there is a dis-
turbingly clear surge in anti-
Muslim discrimination and hate
crime activity since our last report
in 2011. Among its findings, 82.1%
of Muslims or perceived Muslims
surveyed had witnessed or heard
Islamophobia being directed
towards someone else in compari-
son to 57.1% in 2011, and a mon-
strous 93.3% of respondents have
experienced seeing negative
stereotypes of Muslims in the
media in comparison to 66.9% in
2011. Furthermore, one particular
aspect of hostility againstMuslims
which is becoming increasingly
worrying is education, whether it
is higher/further education or the
primary/secondary schools set-
ting. 45.8% of those surveyed
experienced discrimination in an
educational setting whereas in
2011, 37.2% had experienced such
prejudice.

Anti-Muslim hatred is not
restricted to the UK. The situation
for Muslims is worsening in
Europe as well which is why we
are undertaking the research
study in Germany and France this

year. We will be using slightly
modified versions of the qualita-
tive and quantitative question-
naires to suit the current situation
in France/Germany and have had
them translated into not only
French and German, but also
Arabic and Turkish.

Our previous reports on
Germany (Germany, Muslims,
Civil Society and Citizenship,
2010) and France (France and the
Hated Society: Muslim
Experiences, 2012) provide a
healthy background in under-
standing the climate for Muslims
in Europe. Recent events such as
the Charlie Hebdo incident and
the growing popularity of groups
like PEGIDAemphasise the perva-
sive nature of Islamophobic dis-
crimination. Through the research
studies, IHRC will be able to deal
with underreporting, provide reg-
ular statistics to governments and
local authorities and build a his-
torical picture of anti-Muslim
experiences in different countries.

The launch of the new and
updated UK report will take place
in autumn 2015.

Ashiya Mendheria

Research:

Hate crime
projects
I

'there is a disturbingly clear surge
in anti-Muslim discrimination

and hate crime activity since our
last report in 2011'

Have you been verbally abused,
harassed, discriminated against

or even violently attacked
because you are a Muslim?

Have you been mistreated by the
police or security services or are
you a victim of anti-terror laws?

Please contact us
by emailing

advocacy@ihrc.org
or telephone 020 8904 4222

All information given by you will be held
in the strictest confidence and in

accordance with data protection laws.
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HRC Legal has
made significant
strides since being
established in 2014.

We have now
expanded our range of
legal services from
Employment and
Discrimination law to UK
Immigration Law.

IHRC Legal is now an
Office of the Immigration
Services Commission
(OISC) firm accredited at
Level 3, which is the high-
est level possible. We
advise on the full range of
immigration applications
to the Home Office,
including but not limited
to:

• Entry Clearance
Applications
• Leave to Remain
• Indefinite Leave to
Remain / EEA permanent
residency
• EEA Registration
Certificates / Residence
cards
• Asylum and Human
Rights applications
• Citizenship
Applications –
Naturalisation &
Registration
• Applications for
Immigration Bail
• Applications for
replacement status docu-
ments or biometric resi-
dence permits / removal
of conditions on leave to
remain
• Preparation of and rep-
resentation at Appeal
hearings

Almost immediately,
IHRC Legal’s immigra-
tion experts were able to
help a client fleeing an
abusive relationship with
her children encumbered
by her precarious immi-
gration status. Her previ-
ous representative left a
lot to be desired by advis-
ing her to make an appli-
cation that was not bene-
ficial for her in the long
term, charging a large fee
in the process.

We were able to give
her sound advice that
resulted in outcomes that
were in her best interests
and that of her children.
Furthermore, we ensured
that the client, given her
financial difficulties,
would not have to pay the
exorbitant Home Office
fee as we had we success-
fully argued that the
Home Office should
apply their fee waiver
policy. The client now has
the right to remain in the
UK with her children, and
work, study and access
the welfare state.

IHRC legal has contin-
ued to secure successful
outcomes for clients who
come to us seeking
redress for racial and/or
religious discrimination.
Last February we helped
a black university lecturer
who was left to rot on a
'zero hours' contract as
white colleagues around
her moved onto more
secure and rewarding
contracts.

The lecturer was
employed by a well-
known London universi-
ty on a contract that did
not guarantee her any
work. She had endured
the onerous terms for six
years before finally
plucking up the courage
to bring a claim for racial
discrimination.

Her numerous
requests to be moved
onto the conventional
'fractional' contract had
fallen on deaf ears and
her multiple job applica-
tions had all been unsuc-
cessful, despite the fact
that she was demonstra-
bly more qualified than
the successful appli-
cants.

IHRC's legal depart-
ment agreed to take up
the employee's case and
help secure an out of
court settlement which
included a substantial
lump sum in compensa-
tion for injury to feelings
as well as a contract of
employment containing
the terms and conditions
she was entitled to.

Our aim is to provide
a high quality legal
advice service at an
affordable rate. If you or
someone you know
would like to discuss
any employment or
immigration matter
please contact us on
legal[at]ihrc.org or 020
8904 4222.

Mushtak Ahmed

I

Legal department
expansion helps

more clients

Al Quds Day 2015

Fatima is a young mother of two. She was married to an abusive man, who amongst other
things, tried to abduct their children.

Her previous lawyer advised her to make an application that was not beneficial for her in the
long term and he charged her for this 'service'.

We advised her about what the best course of action was. Furthermore, as Fatima was in
financial difficulty, we successfully argued that the Home Office should not charge her the
exorbitant application fee and apply their fee exemption policy for 'destitute' applicants.

Now Fatima has permission to remain in the UK with the possibility of applying for an
extension and ultimately indefinite leave to remain in the future. She is able to work and
enrol in formal study.

Contact us if you need immigration advice.

202 Preston Road,
Wembley HA9 8PA,

United Kingdom

T: 020 8904 4222
E: legal@ihrc.org

W: www.ihrc.org.uk

Fatima was in an abusive relationship
and her immigration status was precarious.
So she contacted IHRC Legal for advice and support

An estimated 9000
protesters marched
to the US Embassy

on Friday, 25 July 2014 as
part of the Al Quds Day
demonstration. The annual
event was mirrored across
the world with major cities
such as New York, Cape
Town and Sydney all host-
ing mass protests of their
own. Held on the last
Friday of the month of
Ramadan, it is a day to
stand shoulder to shoulder
with oppressed people in
the world against their
oppressors; to stand in
particular with
Palestinians who are large-
ly being ignored by the
powers that be in the
West.

The Al Quds
Committee that organized
the protest of which the
IHRC is a component part
pursued a concerted and
well organized media
campaign to raise aware-
ness of Al Quds Day and
the related issues, especial-
ly the tragic events in
Gaza currently. Two poster
campaigns were run, one
in regards to ‘5 Reasons
you should protest at Al
Quds’, and another one
advertising the event more
generally. This year also

saw TV channels reporting
on the protest itself,
including RT, Press TV
and several other channels
which all contributes
towards developing a
more representative and
sympathetic media
towards the Palestinian
peoples struggle.

This general media
campaign is especially
important as the ’western’
mainstream media narra-
tive is pumping out a nar-
rative that this is a ‘war’
and that ‘both sides are to
blame’ which is scan-
dalous considering the
profoundly skewed nature
of the situation whereby
one side has tanks, fighter
jets, a world class navy,
and the other Palestinian
side has some relatively
primitive rockets with no
explosive pay load.

Though it rained heav-
ily and repeatedly
throughout the day,
crowds persisted. Many
understood the gravity of
the situation with the con-
tinuously rising toll of
Palestinian casualties in
Gaza – majority being
innocent civilians.
Protestors booed the likes
of McDonalds and
Starbucks as the march

winded its way through
Oxford Street – calling out
their support of Israel and
condemning them.

The rally took place
just outside the US
Embassy as the US still
remains Israel’s fiercest
ally, contributing to the
onslaught on Gaza.
Speakers included
Massoud Shadjareh of the
Islamic Human Rights
Commission who gave an
impassioned rallying cry;
Roland Rance from Jews
for Boycotting Israeli
Goods who pointed out
Israel’s blatant lies; John
Rees from Stop the War
who referred to Israel’s
actions as “a war crime
against civilians” and
Foad Shatt from the Union
of Palestinian Students UK
who clearly pointed out
that “occupation and
peace are incompatible.”

IHRC Chair Massoud
Shadjareh said: “Since
politicians and media are
ignoring the injustice of
brutal war crimes being
committed against inno-
cent civilians in Gaza it is
incumbent upon us to sup-
port for the victims.” The
day successfully united
people from all creeds and
religions in that ethos.

A
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he Islamophobia
awards - our annual
fundraising event to
acknowledge the
worst Islamophobes
of the past year

through satire - returned on 7
March 2015. Centred on the
growing prejudice and racism
occurring in the media and
throughout society, the evening
featured a spoof 'awards cere-
mony', a three-course meal and a
performance from the award-
winning comedian Aamer
Rahman.

The Islamophobia Awards are
the highlight of IHRC's social cal-
endar and our main annual
fundraising event. It gives an
opportunity to our supporters to
meet the unsung heroes and
heroines who make the organisa-
tion tick and also to learn more
about what goes on behind
the scenes in Britain's
busiest Islamic human
rights organisation.

At the same time they
allow us to enjoy ourselves
by taking a light-hearted
swipe at public figures
and organisations whose
actions have generated or
perpetuated hatred
and/or violence against
Muslims or their religion.

Although they may give
the impression of
t r iv ia l i s ing

Islamophobia they are an effec-
tive way of highlighting a hate
culture that continues to grow at
an alarming rate.

Islamophobia remains a seri-
ous problem around the world
and has been hugely exacerbated
by the western protagonists of
the so-called War on Terror who
have responded to challenges to
their hegemony by eroding their
commitment to human rights and
scapegoating the entire Muslim
ummah and the faith of Islam as
a security threat.

Spoof AwardWinners

For Muslim minorities in the
West this has translated into a
climate of fear as politicians and

media peddle a culture of
hate that in some

respects is
analagous to
the
demonisation
of the Jews in
Nazi
Germany. The
consequences
of this
"otherisation"

of Muslims
continue to

be deadly. In
June a Muslim

student dressed in
the burkha

was

murdered as she walked to
university in Colchester in the
UK. In Germany a Muslim
refugee from Eritrea, Khalid Idris,
was murdered on the same night
that 25,000 people attended a
demonstration of the anti-Islam

PEGIDAmovement in Dresden.
The general public was given

the chance to nominate those
they felt were most deserving in
four different categories: UK,
International, News Media and
Book/Movie/TV Series.

The founder of the controver-
sial Quilliam Foundation Maajid
Nawaz received the dubious dis-
tinction of worst Islamophobe
in the UK. As would be the case
with all the winners on the
night, a humorous ditty dedi-
cated to Nawaz followed the
announcement of his win.

First prize in the
'News Media' category
went to the right-wing
US TV network FOX
News. Their nomination
reel saw a clip of presenter
Jeanine Pirro stating the
'need to kill them' -
'them' in this case being
'the radical Muslim ter-
rorists hell bent on
killing [Americans].'
Despite worthy compe-
tition from the likes of
Katie Hopkins and
Douglas Murray, FOX
News was the over-
whelming winner.
The winner in the

'Book/Movie/TV Series'
category was the US box-
office hit American Sniper.
Despite a big budget, a
renowned director and a
famous cast of actors, the
movie has also gained noto-
riety because of a scene that
included a blatantly fake
baby doll. Our hosts pointed
out this egregious offence
when listing the nominees
but in truth it was minor in
comparison to the movie's
most detrimental conse-
quences (i.e: inciting hatred

and violence towards Arabs

and Muslims everywhere.)
The publication Charlie

Hebdo was the final winner in
the last of the four categories. The
'International' category saw the
likes of one of last year's winners:
Barack Obama as well as the

well-known talk show host Bill
Maher (who was a very close
runner-up!) and the Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Charlie Hebdo is perceived by
many to be Islamophobic and
racist when it comes to many
issues. The overall award of the
evening - for the worst
Islamophobe of the year - was
given to the esteemed Theresa
May for her array of counter-ter-
rorism policies which have
demonised and isolated
Muslims. Hamja Ahsan was in
attendance and he spoke briefly
once the award was announced
as he has first hand experi-

ence of the effects of the current
Home Secretary.

Genuine winners

While the spoof 'awards cere-
mony' was the centrepiece of the
evening, time was also taken to
honour those who have battled
against Islamophobia. These win-
ners included Imam Achmad
Cassiem in South Africa, Dr
Abdel-Rahmene Azzouzi in
France, the author Arun
Kundnani for his recent work
'The Muslims are Coming!' and
the community of Cold Lake in
Canada for their response to the
vandalism of a local mosque.
While we were not able to reach
any of those personally involved
with 'love bombing' the mosque
in Canada, we were able to show
the audience recorded messages
of thanks from the rest of the win-
ners. Imam Cassiem spoke of
everyone needing to find their
inner strength and their inner
truth - in doing so we will all be
more effective in the fight for jus-
tice. Dr Azzouzi - who wrote an
incisive letter on the
Islamophobic climate in France -
also delivered an indictment on
the state of his own country while
simultaneously expressing his
gratitude for the award. Arun
Kundnani recognised the work of
the activists he has collaborated
with over the years, mentioning
that a few were probably sitting
in the audience as well.

The Islamophobia Awards
serves many purposes but it is
also IHRC's annual fundraiser
and we were very pleased by the
kind generosity of those in atten-
dance who so willingly donated
to further our cause. Professional
fundraiser Na'eem Raza spoke at

length about IHRC's causes - the
Hate Crime Project which has
produced statistics on anti-
Muslim discrimination in the UK,
USA, Canada and France. He
encouraged the audience to con-
tribute to the next project which
could cover the likes of Germany
and Portugal.

One of the highlghts of the
evening was a performance by
the acclaimed comedian Aamer
Rahman. Having already
appeared at the Sydney Comedy
Festival, Adelaide Fringe and the
famous Edinburgh Fringe
Festival Aamer is a growing tal-
ent and his acerbic wit meant he
was the perfect compliment to the
evening of revue. With lines both
hilarious and critical of many sys-
tems of power, Aamer's perform-
ance fit seamlessly into an
evening that was meant to enter-
tain and educate.

The audience was also treated
to a recitation from spoken word
performer Hodan Yusuf. The
writer and poet moved the audi-
ence with her compelling piece
which bought home the fact that
while this was an evening of com-
edy, these issues must be taken
seriously as their effects are dev-
astating. This point was under-
lined by co-host Lena Mohamed
who drew attention to the horren-
dous Chapel Hill murders in the
US, and comments by journalists
like Cathy Newman who freely
write about how unfortunate it is
that there isn't more sectarian vio-
lence between Muslims.

Lena also spoke specifically
about the Chairman of the
Charity Commission: William
Shawcross. Ninety-five percent of
Muslim organisations are chari-
ties and evidence is mounting
that they are disproportionately
being targeted by the
Commission. New measures give
greater powers to the
Commission to target charities by
closing bank accounts, seizing

computers, being able to
monitor them for extend-
ed periods of time, and
also shutting them
down.

By Nadia Rasheed
and Faisal Bodi

T

'Islamophobia
remains a serious
problem around the
world and has been
hugely exacerbated
by the western
protagonists of
the so-calledWar
on Terror'

ISLAMOPHOBIA
AWARDS 2015

Theoverall awardof the
evening - for theworst

Islamophobeof the year -
wasgiven toTheresaMay

Hosts Lena
Mohamed and

Nazim Ali

Comedian Aamer Rahman

Petula Langlais and
Danny John-Jules

Arzu Merali being interviewed by Russia Today

Spoken word
poet Hodan

Yusuf

Massoud
Shadjareh
outlining
IHRC's

advocacy
work

Guests taking in
the artwork up

for silent auction
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Amina was told by her teachers she was not allowed to pray at school. The school
insisted that as a secular school, they could not allow anyone to practise their faith.
This meant that 9 year old Amina had to choose between going to school and
practising her religion.

IHRC supported Amina and her family to challenge the school’s decision. The school
agreed to provide prayer facilities for Amina to pray. She can now get an education
and practise her faith.

Contact us if you think you have been a victim
of discrimination because of your faith.

202 Preston Road,
Wembley HA9 8PA,

United Kingdom

T: 020 8904 4222
E: info@ihrc.org

W: www.ihrc.org.uk

Amina was told she could not pray
at school during her lunch break.
So her parents asked IHRC for support

began my intern-
ship for IHRC dur-
ing my final year at
university. I was

nervous but excited to
start to see what I would
learn by working in a
human rights organisa-
tion.

I worked as a
research assistant under
Arzu Merali who is
head of research and
one of the founders of
the IHRC. With her sup-
port and advice I under-
took a number of inter-
esting roles which com-
plimented by degree
subject (international
politics). The various
tasks I undertook con-
sisted of being provided
with a topic that was

overlooked by main-
stream news pro-
grammes and through
selected material, I
researched and wrote a
report which was then
published on IHRC’S
website. I helped out
during IHRC events,
most notably the
Islamophobia Awards
and most interestingly I
was given the opportu-
nity to organise the pro-
duction of a documen-
tary regarding Bahraini
mercenaries.

Through my time as
an intern I was lucky
enough to meet an array
of journalists, activists,
photographers and aca-
demics in a number of
fields and learn and

experience new things.
For example, before
interning, I never
showedmuch interest in
art until I began attend-
ing IHRC’s art exhibi-
tions. The internship
allowed me to develop
new interests while
expanding the knowl-
edge that I had gained at
university and allowed
me to actively apply this
knowledge to real life
situations.

IHRC’s staff create
such a friendly atmos-
phere you can’t help but
feel at ease working
there. They made my
time as an intern even
more enjoyable.

Thania Uddin

Helping out
on Genocide

Memorial Day

HRC has been blessed
with the support of
many volunteers, based
in the UK and abroad.
From those who write

letters of support to prison-
ers and detainees, to those
who research reports and
help out at events and dis-
tribute material and raise
awareness in their local
areas, IHRC’s work has been
carried on by the blessings of
Allah (swt) through the ded-
ication of so many people.
This year please take at least
a fewminutes of your time to
join these volunteers. If you
join our mailing list you will
receive alerts from our cam-
paigns section. It takes a few
minutes of your time when-
ever you like. You can sub-
scribe online at this link:
http://eepurl.com/OnJE9

IFYOUHAVEMORE
THANFIVEMINUTES

There are many other
ways you can help. You
could be helping in admin (if
you are based near the IHRC
offices), research, demonstra-
tions, campaigning, distrib-
uting IHRC materials, man-
ning stalls and helping out at
events. Volunteering is help-
ful to us but also helps you to
develop your own personal
skills and broadens your
mind. It is an excellent way
to become familiar with
what practical action you can
take to pursue justice and
preserve human rights.

If you want to volunteer

in this way please email
nadia@ihrc.org for more
information. If you are
unable to donate your time
we would greatly appreciate
your financial support. This
could be in the form of a reg-
ular donation by standing
order, a one off donation or
purchasing or selling various
products that we produce
such as Eid cards and t-
shirts.

This is a testimony from
one of our volunteers:
“Volunteering for the IHRC

has always proved reward-
ing on a number of levels.
The range of activities under-
taken by the IHRC and the
vast array of topics the com-
mission covers serve not
only to provide an incentive
to act against themany injus-
tices we witness today, but
provide an intellectual foun-
dation for that struggle. The
sense of unity and brother-
hood amongst the volun-
teers serves to also induce a
spiritual reward for
Volunteering at the IHRC.”

I

I

Volunteering:

GIVE US FIVE
MINUTES

Volunteers
setting up a IHRC

exhibition

Volunteering:

My experiences
as an intern
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Key Facts
• Israel is the world's 3rd largest
($) exporter of dates worth $151
million in 2014.
• The UK is Israel's 3rd largest
market for dates worth $23
million in 2014 (10,000 tons).
• 60% of the world's Medjool
dates are produced in Israel
(2013).
• 60% of Israeli dates are grown
on illegal settlementplantations in
the JordanValley (2014).

If you buy a Medjool date,
there’s a strongpossibility that it is
from an illegal settlement - grown
on stolen land

Settlements
Israeli settlements built on stolen
Palestinian land have been ruled
illegal by the International Court
of Justice. Nearly half of the
settlements in the Jordan Valley
grow dates; it's their most
profitable crop and contributes
significantly to their economic
viability. 80% of settlement dates
are exported, making up some
40% of all dates exported from
Israel. If you oppose the
settlements, target their dates.

Exploitation
Picking of the dates is hard work,
Israeli settlers bring in low paid
Palestinian labourers to do this
back breaking work. During the
pruning season, workers are
dropped on the date palm trees by
a hoisting crane at five in the
morning, left perched on palms
that soar to 12 metres – the height
of a four-storey building, and left
there swaying in the wind for up
to eight hours without even a
toilet break. With no means to
comedownuntil the crane returns
at the end of the day, the workers
cling to the tree with one arm and
work with the other to meet their

quota. If they fall behind they will
lose their jobs.

Child Labour
The Israelis prefer to employ
children – even issuing them
official work permits, as they can
climb trees faster, work for less and
it’s easier to cheat and humiliate
them. Out of desperate poverty
Palestinian families are forced to
take their children out of school
and hand them over to the settlers
towork for a pittance.

Guilty Companies
Every year Israel expands its share
of the global datesmarket - up 16%
in 2011 and 23% in 2012. It has now
surpassed SaudiArabia to become
the world's 3rd largest exporter of
dates ($ terms) after Tunisia and
Iran with an export value of $151
million in 2014. After the
Netherlands and France, the UK is
Israel's largest market for dates,
worth $23 million in 2014 with
nearly 10,000 tons of Israeli dates
being exported to theUK.

Hadiklaim, the Israeli Date
Growers Cooperative, which
includes illegal settler plantations
in the Jordan Valley, sells 65% of all
Israeli dates. Its brand names

include Jordan River, King
Solomon, Tamara Barhi Dates,
Desert Diamond, Rapunzel,
Bomaja, Shams and Delilah. They
also supply Israeli dates to
supermarkets which market them
under their own brands. These
include Marks & Spencer,
Sainsbury's, Tesco, Asda,
Morrisons and Waitrose.
Sometimes they are labelled
“produced in the West Bank”.
Remember, these are not
Palestinian dates. Hadiklaim have
also sold SouthAfrican dates with
profits going to Israel, but due to
the boycott their South African
partner Karsten Farms has cut ties
and vowed never to partner with
any Israeli entity complicit in the
occupation.

Mehadrin, Israel's largest fresh
produce exporter, even boasted
once of doubling its Medjoul date
sales citing strong demand in
Ramadan! Its dates have brand
names Premium Medjoul, Fancy
Medjoul, Royal Treasure, Red Sea,
and Bonbonierra. Sometimes their
packaging states "Grown by
Palestinian Farmers"; this refers to
Palestinian 'slave' labourers found
on Israeli plantations.

Tnuvot Field (Field Produce
Marketing Ltd) is Israel’s 3rd
largest exporter of Medjool dates.
Its brand names include Paradise

dates, andStar dates.

Reading Label Not
Enough
Unfortunately reading the label is
no longer enough as Hadiklaim
admit that from 2012 they have
been shipping dates from the
Jordan Valley labelled 'Produce of
Palestine' to Europe andDubai. It's
unclear how much of this is from
Palestinian farms and howmuch is
from illegal Israeli settlements.

An Al-Jazeera report from
August 2012 featured an Israeli
agricultural export manager in
Mahola settlement, one of the
illegal Israeli colonies on the West
Bank where Hadiklaim sources its
Medjool dates. He explained that a
pallet of dates boxes in his packing
warehouse was labelled "Palestine
- Jericho" because "sometimes the
British object [to buying from us]..
We just avoidwriting 'Israel' on the
boxes.. we often print special boxes
at the request of the client..
sometimes they ask us to change
the name of the country of origin
on the boxes."

There are also reports of
Palestinian Ministry of Economy
intercepting 20 tons of Israeli
settlement dates on their way to
Palestinian packing houses for

repackaging for export under the
"Made in Palestine" label. In
September 2014 reporters from the
Anadolu news agency interviewed
several Palestinian merchants in
Ariha involved in this nefarious
activity.

So now even the 'Made in
Palestine' label is no longer a
guarantee that you are not buying
Israeli occupation dates!Wewould
caution against buying any
Medjool dates from the region
unless they are from trusted
Palestinian sources like Zaytoun or
Yaffa.

BDS Call
In 2005 Palestinian civil society
groups initiated a call for people of
conscience around the world to
Boycott, Divest and Sanction Israel
until it complies with international
law and Palestinian rights. The call
was endorsed by over 170
Palestinian organisations
representing all sections of society
including farmers.

Plea From Palestine
Activists visiting the Palestinian
village of Fasayl in the Jordan
Valley discovered that villagers are
slowly being forced off their land
by the Israeli army for settlement
expansion. The only livelihood left
open to them is to work for those
same Israeli settlements. These
Palestinians whose land had been
stolen andwho had been forced to
work for the settlements (including
two children under the age of 12),
in order to feed their families had a
message for the activists, a plea for
anyone who would listen: 'Take
action against the companies that
support Israeli apartheid!'

•Formore informationplease see
theBoycott IsraeliDates
Campaignpage:
www.inminds.com/boycott-
israeli-dates.php

BOYCOTT
ISRAELI
DATES
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urrently thriving
on a number of
social media plat-
forms, IHRC has

the capability to reach the
far corners of the world.
With a presence on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram,
Youtube and Vimeo –we’re
providing you content in
unconventional and non-
traditional ways. Yes, we’re
happy for you to browse
our website and glad for
every briefing and article
that is read. But we also
acknowledge that everyone
needs to consume their
media in different kinds of
ways. That’s why you’re
able to find the latest
updates on a daily basis in
theway that best suits you.

Follow us on Twitter
@IHRCwhere we immedi-
ately post news in the form
of press releases, articles
and comment pieces.
@IHRCBookshop is espe-
cially devoted to providing
interested readers with rec-
ommendations, alerting
them of special offers and
exciting new titles. It’s a
great way to engage and
interactwith our audience.

Twitter also provides a
great space for those who
aren’t able to attend our
events in person. Whether
it’s an author evening

hosted by the IHRC
Bookshop & Gallery or a
major conference taking
place in London, @IHRC
will have the lowdown
along with the most perti-
nent points so you don’t
miss out on anything vital.
But better yet, with the
availability of IHRC.TV it’s
possible for you to be
lounging on a beach in
Australia while watching
Salman Sayyid speak at a
seminar. Thanks to
IHRC.TV we’re able to
livestream all our events
around the globe.

With our presence on
Facebook, you’re able to
ensure that your questions
are the ones that are asked.
Most IHRC events feature
Q&A discussions – and
while they’re lively enough
with an in-house audience,
questions from around the
world result in more varied
debate and dialogue.
Facebook is also agreatway
to stay updated if you feel
Twitter is too pithy and pre-
fer something meatier.
Leave a long comment
(short ones are welcome
too) in response toabriefing
we post or ask questions for
us to pose to speakers and
academics.

For those of us not too
fond of the written word,

there’s Instagram. Follow
IHRCGallery on Instagram
where you’ll see the inner
workings of the IHRC
Office & Bookshop (the
stuff that isn’t top-secret,
mostly), be treated to the
latest displays from our
exhibiting artists and view
behind-the-scenes shots
from an array of events.
Less formal than both
Twitter andFacebook, don’t
be ashamed to indulge in
IHRC’s brand of aesthetic
therapy. We’re also hoping
to launch a site devoted
solely to IHRC Gallery in
the future so keepyour eyes
peeled. Likely, the earliest
imageswill be posted to the
IHRCGallery Instagram
first!

All our video content is
uploaded to both Youtube
and Vimeo and sorted into
playlists for your viewing
pleasure. Look back on
major annual events like
GenocideMemorial Day or
the Islamophobia Awards.
Perhaps you’re more inter-
ested in themany talks that
have been delivered by
RamonGrosfoguel over the
year.Whatever your prefer-
ence its all there for you to
watch at your leisure.

Speaking at one of our
recent author evenings
MuhammadMojlumKhan
said: “Without knowledge
there is ignorance and in
Islam there is no room for
ignorance.” So we’re mak-
ing sure you have no room
for excuses –don’t give in to
ignorancewhen IHRChas a
plethora of platforms here
to guide and informyou!

Nadia Rasheed

Supporters of IHRC get free copies
of IHRC reports (those paying
concessionary rates get a selection)
and reduced rates on other items.
Concessionary supporters are
encouraged to donate £5 a month.
Without this type of regular support –
however small, IHRC would not be
able to operate.

Title: ____________________________

First Name: ______________________
________________________________
________________________________

Address:
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Post Code: _______________________
Telephone: _______________________
Fax: ____________________________
E-mail:
________________________________

Contacting you by e-mail or fax may
save IHRC money. If you would prefer
not to be contacted this way please tick
here �

STANDING ORDER BANKERS FORM
Name(s) of the account holder(s)
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Account number:
________________________________

Address:
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

To: The Manager
(name and address of your bank)
________________________________
________________________________

Sort Code:
_______________________________

Please pay (tick choice):
� £8 / month (students/ unwaged)
� £15 / month
� £25 / month
� £40 / month
� £60 / month
� Other (please specify) £
________________________________

Please state amount in words
________________________________
_________________________________
_______________________________

To the credit of
Islamic Human Rights Commission
Ltd. a/c no: 06759807, Sort Code
[12-24-81] at: Bank of Scotland, 600
Gorgie Road, Edinburgh, EH11 3XP,

Upon receipt of this order and
subsequently the same amount on
this first day of each month until further
notice, debit my / our account.

Signature(s):
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Date: ___________________________

Please return this form to us at:
Islamic Human Rights Commission
PO Box 598,Wembley, HA9 7XH,
United Kingdom.
Islamic Human Rights Commission
is a not for profit company. IHRC is a
company limited by guarantee.
Company No: 04716690

ONE OFF DONATION FORM
Please find enclosed a donation of
£___________

� Zakat � Sadaqah

� I would like a receipt

Name: __________________________

________________________________

Address: ________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

Telephone: _______________________

E-mail: __________________________

Please make all cheques payable to
Islamic Human Rights Commission

�

• E info@ihrc.org
• W www.ihrc.org
• Twitter @ihrc

• IHRC.TV

IHRChas grown and
developed through the
generous donations of
its supporterswithout
whom,we could not
have survived. Please
remember us this year
with your du’a and

your financial
assistance.
Please help us in

whateverway you can
– a smallmonthly
contribution is as
valuable as a generous
one-off donation.

If youwish to donate
solely to IHRC’s
charitablework, please
complete the IHRC
Trust form (green
form).Otherwise
please fill in this form
(red form).

There aremany
worthy causes, andwe
request that you
remember IHRC’s
workwhendonating,
in the bestway that
you can.

MayAllah s.w.t. reward
all your efforts in this
world and the next.

Ameen.

Support Justice,
Help IHRC

C

Online:

Socialmedia
at IHRC

Decolonialism:

Decoloniality Europe
hroughout the year
IHRC continued and
expanded its

involvement in
Decoloniality Europe, a
network concerned with
encouraging communica-
tion, discussion, collabo-
ration and common action
between activists and
intellectuals whose work
revolves around
decolonising Europe.
Decoloniality Europe (DE)
was set up in 2010 to chal-
lenge the eurocentric
world view and system
that has been in place
since the European colo-
nial conquests of the 16th
century. This colonial
Europe was built upon the
negation of the 'other'
inside and outside Europe
and the violence, epis-
temicide and genocide
against him and her.
Among the activities
undertaken by IHRC this
year in conjunction with
DE was the annual
Genocide Memorial Day.
Under the aegis of DE, the
event has now expanded
outside London to take in
European cities as well as
for the first time this year
the occupied city of
Jerusalem. The major
Islamophobia Conference
in London which took
place on 13 December
2014 was also organised
under the umbrella of DE.

Sinterklaas Festival

One of Decoloniality
Europe's main campaigns
this year was to resist and
reeducate people about
the popular Sinterklaas
festival in the
Netherlands. According to
the legend every
December 5th, St. Nicholas
travels to the Netherlands
from Spain to reward or
punish children.
Accompanying him are an
army of helpers or "Black
Petes", clownish and acro-
batic figures dressed in
Moorish page suits. While
the legend of Sinterklaas
is rooted in Middle Age
European history the char-
acter of Black Pete is a
colonial construct dating
from the 19th century at
the height of the Dutch
Empire. At the time the
figure of Black Pete was
produced the Netherlands
was a global colonial
power involved in slavery
and slave trade for more
than 200 years. From the
late sixteenth century to
the abolishment of slavery
in 1863, the Dutch had
traded over half a million
African men, women and
children across the Atlantic
and enslaved millions
more. Black Pete symbol-
ised the colonial subjuga-
tion of black Africans
which was underpinned by

a dominant biological dis-
course of racism that trans-
lated into stereotypical
images and representations
of black people as stupid,
ugly, childlike, ruled by
base desires and impulses
who were closer to apes
than humans. Those
stereotypes became
engrained in Dutch popu-
lar culture. Since the 1960s
campaigners in the
Netherlands and else-
where have applied pres-
sure on the Dutch authori-
ties to reconsider and
reconfigure the festival to
remove racist references.
In July 2015 campaigners
won a small victory when
a court ordered the mayor
of Amsterdam to reconsid-
er the annual parade
through the city. IHRC
continues to provide
resource materials and
updates about the anti-
Sinterklaas campaign as
well as supporting fellow
campaigners. We believe
that some elements of the
Sinterklaas festival are an
insult to the Netherland's
black inhabitants and an
affront to the memory of
those who suffered from
European colonialism and
the country would be bet-
ter served to reform the
annual parade in line with
the expectations of a mod-
ern multicutural society.

…more on page 14

T
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United Nations:

Getting theMuslim
message across

ince the UN World
Conference Against
Racism in Durban
(Aug-Sept 2001) and
the historic declara-

tion condemning Zionism
as racism and Israel for
genocide, IHRC has greatly
increased its activities with
the UN.

IHRC obtained consul-
tative status with the UN’s
Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) in 2007.
Consultative status allows
NGOs to attend as
observers and lobby during
conferences like the Human
Rights Council session, spe-
cial sessions of the Human
Rights Council and regular

sessions of the various com-
mittees that deal with
issues like discrimination,
torture, social and political
rights and counter-terror-
ism. There is also the
Universal Periodic Review
(UPR), which examines the
human rights situation of
the UNMember States.

Again at the UPR ses-
sion, NGOs with consulta-
tive and without consulta-
tive status have the oppor-
tunity to submit alternative
reports to the various
OHCHR (Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights) committees and
during the UPR.

NGOs with consultative
status also have the oppor-
tunity to make written and
oral statements during the
sessions and special ses-
sions of the Human Rights
Council. IHRC has submit-
ted oral, written state-
ments, submitted reports
including UPR reports to
the UN OHCR regarding
various countries. Recent
submissions have been on
France, Canada, Bahrain,
United States of America,
Saudia Arabia, Portugal
and Malaysia. On 1st
September 2014, the UN
Human Rights Council
organised a special session
on Iraq and ISIS (Daesh).
IHRC made a statement on
the situation in Iraq at that
session. Prior to my joining
in 2013, submissions on

Myanmar, Denmark,
Belgium, Netherlands,
Austria, Australia,
Thailand, Sudan, UK,
Nigeria, Egypt and
Pakistan had been made.
The submissions are
uploaded on the IHRC
website and can be found
on http://ihrc.org.uk/
a c t i v i t i e s / i h r c - a t -
un?layout=default .

As well as submitting
oral, written statements
and reports, NGOs with
consultative status can hold
side events or parallel
events during the Human
Rights Council Session.
The Human Rights Council
Session is held in
September, March and June
of each year. It gives an
opportunity for NGOs to
highlight issues to other
NGOs, staff working at the
UN and to the member
states. It provides a plat-
form for NGOs to lobby
and highlight their con-
cerns and communicate the
facts of what is happening
on the ground in different
countries. The Human
Rights Council session also
provides a platform for
NGOs to work together on
a particular issue, for NGOs
with Consultative Status to
bring NGOs without
Consultative Status,
experts and individual civil
society members or victims
of human rights violations
to the UN and give them a
platform to get their voice
heard.

Many NGOs with con-
sultative status like IHRC
convene side events or par-
allel events on a particular
issue or on human rights
violations taking place in a
particular country. It is an
excellent platform for the

S

The IHRC Bookshop hosts an array of titles;
from political exposes to fictional works for
children.We pride ourselves on carrying
books that are not easy to find and source.
Our own publications can be found online
and in-store.

Do you want to be more informed on Islam
– pick a biography or a translation of the
Qu’ran – or perhaps you’d like to engage
with some critical thinking and are
interested in dissecting issues of race, civil
rights and economics? We will have you
covered!
Make the IHRC Bookshop your
destination for tombs on current
politics, decolonial theory and
contemporary struggles – and know that
we have a little bit of everything else too!

All profits from the
sales go to IHRCT
and help fund the
work that we do.

If you live in or near London, UK you
can always pop in to our store.We
are open from 9am – 5pmMonday to

Friday and 10am – 6pm on
Saturdays.

Our address is 202 Preston Road,
Wembley, HA9 8PA

(nearest tube Preston Road,
Metropolitan Line).

See you soon in-store or on-
line, insha Allah.

text IHRC11 with either
£1, £5, £10, £20 to 70070

To donate to
IHRCT

SHOP.IHRC.ORG

IHRC is delighted to announce its new
on-line store is now up and running

VISIT THE IHRC
BOOKSHOP & GALLERY
IN-STORE AND ON-LINE

A young demonstrator makes her views known
outside the UN headquarters in Geneva

Interpal is a charity registered in England & Wales: 1040094.

During this Holy Month, when
the rewards for good deeds
are multiplied, stand with
our Palestinian brothers and
sisters in desperate need.

Your donation can make a 
world of difference.

Stand #WithPalestine

To give, visit www.interpal.org
or call 020 8961 9993

WILL IT BE WITH HAMAD?

otherwise voiceless in civil
society to get their message
across to the UN and the
international community.

IHRC has organised
many side events. The
majority of them since 2013
have been held in
September and in March.
The most recent have cov-
ered Egypt, Malaysia, war
crimes trials in
Bangladesh, targeted

extra-judicial killings in
Pakistan, Islamophobia,
Nigeria and post Charlie-
Hebdo Attack discrimina-
tion in France.

These side events pro-
vide an opportunity to
highlight issues to the
media, civil society, mem-
ber states and UN staff
members.

IHRC will be continu-
ing to campaign for better

human rights in the corri-
dors of the UN, not just for
Muslim causes but all com-
munities who are victims
of human rights violations
from nations who are act-
ing with impunity or indi-
viduals and state authori-
ties who act without
regard for international
human rights law.

Jawad HusainIHRC will
continue to
campaign
for better
human
rights
in the

corridors
of the UN
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Decoloniality Europe

In thedays andweeks following
the attacks on the French satirical
magazineCharlieHebdo,DEwas
heavily engaged in combating
media andpoliticianswho sought to
instrumentalise the incident in order
to demoniseMuslims and their faith.
In apress releaseDE strongly con-
demned the irresponsible declara-
tionsmadeby Jeanette Boughrab,
former French rightwingUMPmin-
ister accusing theParty of the
Indigenous of theRepublic (PIR) of
being responsible for the killing of
the journalists ofCharlieHebdo
because of their criticismof the
Islamophobic positions takenby this
journal.DEalso issued a statement
condemningofficial andmedia reac-
tions to the attacks as being inspired
by anewwaveof colonial racism.
The statement said that colonial
racismand its chauvinistic national-

ism is threatening tounleash another
genocide inEurope. Thewestern
colonial projects thatwere aprecur-
sor to theHolocaust –Germangeno-
cide against theHerero inNamibia
in the early 20th century and the
United States’ genocide against
indigenouspeople inNorthAmerica
in the 19th century - are still very
much alive and active today. Satirical
imagesmade in the 1920s and 1930s
todehumanize Jews, Romapeople,
or non/Western colonial subjects,
are todaynormalizedwhendirected
towardsMuslims andBlackpeople.
The refrain “never again” has been
distorted andhijacked tomean
"never again" just for Jews.On24
January apublicmeeting entitled
‘WhatNowForEurope?The instru-
mentalisation of theParis attacks’
was also held featuring adiverse
platformof speakers. Themeeting
was initiated todiscuss the immedi-
ate aftermath and examinewhat
rhetoricwill followandwhat direc-
tions Europewill take in the
mediumand the long term.
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ARE YOU A UK
TAXPAYER?

If so please help
ISLAMIC HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION TRUST

STANDING ORDER BANKERS FORM
Name(s) of the account holder(s)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Account number: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
To: The Manager (name and address of your bank)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Sort Code: _____________________________________
Please pay Islamic Human Rights Commission Trust the amount
of
� £8 / month (students/ unwaged), � £15 / month,
� £25 / month, � £40 / month, � £60 / month,
� Other (please specify) £ _________________________
Please state amount in words
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

to the credit of Islamic Human Rights Commission Trust,
account number: 00477881, sort code: 30-93-88 at Lloyds TSB
Bank PLC, 58 High Street, Harlesden, London, NW10 4LP upon
receipt of this order and subsequently the same amount on the
__________________day of each month until further notice.

Signature(s):
__________________________________________
______________________________________________
Date: __________________________________________

Please return this form to us at:
Islamic Human Rights Commission Trust
PO Box 598,Wembley, HA9 7XH, United Kingdom.

ONE OFF DONATION FORM
Details Of Donor
Title: __________________________________________
Forename(s): ____________________________________
Surname: _______________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Post Code : _____________________________________
Tel No : _________________________________________
E-Mail : _________________________________________

I want the charity to treat the enclosed donation
of £ _________________________________________
all donations I make from the date of this declaration
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations.
I wish to donate by:
� Visa Electron, � MasterCard, � Switch
� Solo, � Maestro
Card number: ____________________________________
Switch issue number: ______________________________
Valid from date: __________________________________
Expiry date: _____________________________________
Today’s date: ____________________________________
Signature: _______________________________________
Date: ___________________________________________
� I would like a receipt

Please return this form to us at:
Islamic Human Rights Commission Trust
PO Box 598,Wembley, HA9 7XH, United Kingdom.
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The Islamic Human Rights
CommissionTrust is a charity
registered in the UK (number
1106120 ) that raises money to
fund purely charitable work.This
includes e.g. work to raise
awareness about human rights
or to ensure that existing human
rights laws are being properly
enforced. It could also provide
relief to victims of human rights

abuses and their families.
If you wish to donate money

that will be used for purely
charitable purposes as defined
by the Charities Commission you
can send donations to the
Islamic Human Rights
CommissionTrust. Please make
cheques payable to the Islamic
Human Rights CommissionTrust
or pay by credit or debit card by

filling in your details below and
send it with the completed form
below. UK tax payers are able to
utilise Gift Aid when donating to
Islamic Human Rights
CommissionTrust, by ticking the
relevant box(es) below.This
means that every £10 given
using gift aid is worth £12.50 to
IHRCT.
You can also call the office and

donate with your credit or debit
card on 020 8904 4222
(if you are outside the UK please
call +44 20 8904 4222. Please
make sure you state that you
want it to be a GIFT AID
donation.

May Allah s.w.t. reward all
your efforts. Ameen.

What Now For Europe? The instrumentalisation of the Paris attacks
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et up in 2008, the
Universal Justice
Network (UJN) is
an umbrella organi-
sation for 50 differ-

ent Muslim-led non-govern-
mental organisations around
the world and is committed
to addressing the increas-
ingly pressing global issue of
sectarianism that is facing
Muslims. It has two secre-
tariats; one in London, UK,
headed by IHRC, and the
second one in Penang,
Malaysia, headed by
Citizens International (CI).

Addressing sectarianism
is at the core of the UJN
agenda, and the focal point
of the projects implemented
by UJN in the last two years

under the co-chairmanship
of IHRC and CI, Muslim
World Priority Project in
Pakistan and Project for a
Just and Peaceful Society in
Indonesia. With the assis-
tance of local and interna-
tional experts these seek to
bring organisations with
largeMuslim followings into
communication in order to
tackle some of the key and
underlying issues of sectar-
ian conflicts.

The first project was in
2013 when UJN successfully
managed to bring together
various highprofile religious
and political leaders from
Pakistan associated with
groups and tendencies at

loggerheads with one
another to engage in conflict
resolution. Next, UJN identi-
fied Indonesia as a key area
where the issue of sectarian-
ism needed attention. In
Indonesia sectarianism is
actually coming from the
grassroots and does not
appear to be institution-
alised. Local scholars are
banning Islamic books and
gatherings, whilst all the
time Christian missionary
work is gaining ground
(thousands have converted
to Christianity and churches
are springing up every-
where).

This next meeting was
convened in Penang,
Malaysia in December 2014.

Guests were invited from
Indonesia, all of whomwere
active in the country'sreli-
gious and political life,
including community lead-
ers, local politicians,
activists, and academics
within their respective com-
munities across the country.
In addition to these figures,
facilitatorswere invited from
IHRC, Citizens
International, Mazlumder
(Turkey) and the Islamic
Movement (Nigeria), as well
as independent figures from
Malaysia, theUSAand Iran.

The three-day meeting
was formatted in order to
facilitate a series of work-
shops, where facilitators

would present ideas relating
to unity within Islam, the
agenda of Western and
Saudi colonial enterprises,
and ways of moving for-
ward. The participants
would then have the oppor-
tunity to respond and sug-
gest ways in which these
were or were not significant
within the context of
Indonesia.

There was a session on
the Amman Message which
had been signed by leading
Islamic figures, including
Indonesians, and provided a
basis for ensuring an accept-
ance of difference under the
umbrella of Islam. It chal-
lenged sectarianism, and
promoted unity and a sense

of community between
Muslims across the world.
After much discussion and
debate it was agreed that a
committee would be formed
to reproduce the Amman
Messagewith a greater input
from Indonesian Ulema to
ensure that the context of the
country was recognised. All
Muslim organisations in the
country would then be
encouraged to endorse it and
disseminate it to their con-
stituents.

In addition to the conflict
resolution projects, in May
2014 UJN launched the cam-
paign "Democratisation and
Empowerment in Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Egypt and

Saudi Arabia", aiming to
address recurring issues of
disenfranchisement and
often violent repression of
human rights defenders and
legitimate political actors.
Whilst the situations in these
countries may differ by
degrees and in some political
and social aspects, the cam-
paign aims to spotlight the
grave human rights viola-
tions raised by the majority
of people within these coun-
tries who currently face
unprecedented attacks for
their commitment to better-
ment anddemocratic change.
Many of them are subjected
to cruel and inhumane pun-
ishment by their local gov-
ernments, torture, unjustified
imprisonment, breach of the
right to a fair trial and rule of
law. In all these countries the
current regimes suppress the
diversity, will and transfor-
mativepotential of themajor-
ity of those livingwithin their
borders.

Themain activities of the
campaign are based on
debating, drafting policy-
related briefings, research
and educational initiatives,

all promoting peaceful tran-
sitional processes and
empowerment of the masses
within the relevant political
systems affected by the
increasingly catch-all dis-
course of securitisation.
Since the campaign began
many well-researched
reports have been issued on
the following themes: the
use of mercenaries in
Bahrain, stripping of nation-
ality as a weapon of political
suppression and the show-
trials in Egypt that have
meted out long sentences to
political opponents.

Lastly, an informative
digest is published on a
weekly basis on Saudi
Arabia with the aim of dis-
seminating unofficial mate-
rials on the persecution of
political dissidents and not
least the issues arising from
the recent outbreak of war in
Yemen.

Caterina Aiena

Nearest tube stations: Regentʼs Park (Bakerloo Line),
Great Portland Street (Circle, Hammersmith & City, Metropolitan lines).

For more information please contact
events@ihrc.org or 020 8904 4222
Organised by Justice for Palestine committee
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"Our freedom is incomplete

without the freedom of the

Palestinians"

NELSON MANDELA

United
for Palestine

Friday 10th July 2015

ANNUAL DEMONSTRATION & RALLY IN SUPPORT OF PALESTINE

S

Universal Justice Network:

Fighting
Sectarianism

The Universal Justice Network delegation in Penang, Indonesia

Bringing
organisations
and experts
together to

tackle some of
the key issues

of sectarian
conflicts.



Justice For All

MUNA
MUSLIM
Peace Coalition

Burma Task Force USA is a coalition of several Muslim organizations. Our �scal agent 
is a coalition member,  “Justice For All” which is a non-pro�t, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) 

organization. 27 E. Monroe St. #700, Chicago IL 60603, USA

www.BurmaMuslims.org  •   Facebook.com/BurmaTaskForce •   #SaveRohingya

NEW YORK 
Majlis AsShura

We know that the 
world has many 
worthy causes and 
that all of us are
quite busy. For that 
reason, we ask for
just 10 minutes
a day from your 
precious time.

We send out an 
action alert every 
week which gives 
out talking points
as well as a phone
number to call.
We have quite a 
bit of impact using
this model with
consistency.

Rohingyas are 
indigenous people
of Burma living in 
their ancestoral 
land. A slow 
genocide is causing
their extinction.

Please sign up
today to receive 
10-minute Action
Alerts at www.
BurmaMuslims.org

Give 10 Minutes
a Day To Stop

Genocide
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MDUK
M E D I A

Creative Design & Marketing

Telephone 020 8799 4455
www.mdukmedia.com   info@mdukmedia.com

Our clients include:  Victoria House, BBC, Bestway, British Heart Foundation,
DTI, Harrods, Islamic Bank of Britain, Islamic Relief, Jones Lang LaSalle, MCB, NHS, Quit  

www.desertroseboutique.ukoseboutique.uk.desertrwww ue.uk




