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Strengthening Jewish |dentity
and Building Jewish Unity

Gesher closes the gap between secular, religious and ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israel, and promotes our
shared heritage as the force which can hold us together. Meaning ‘Bridge’ in Hebrew, Gesher has
refined a unique educational approach that confronts our differences, fosters commitment to Jewish
identity and builds skills for a shared future.

Gesher has dedicated its work for more than 40 years to bridging the gaps between different segments
of Israeli society, so that together they can develop an identity that reflects a shared commitment to
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state.

Gesher’s innovative programs impact upon the current and future leadership of Israel — infusing Israel’s
youth, army, police force, communities and the public at large with Jewish values and culture and by
advancing a vibrant and inclusive vision of Judaism. Our dynamic, often life-changing educational and
cultural programs create and strengthen Jewish Identity where it is lacking and open up eyes and
minds that may have been closed. In facilitating dialogue and mediation between Jews of all kinds of
backgrounds, we have reached and affected over 1 million Jews since Gesher’s founding.

As articulated profoundly by Gesher’s Founder and President Emeritus, Dr. Danny Tropper:

“Our Jewish identity, which should serve to unite the diverse Jewish people in Israel, has
instead been the cause of a deep rift between communities. This split has resulted in anger
and alienation and is tearing the nation apart. Healing the rift can only come by way of
enlightened Jewish education that can become the common denominator for genuine dialogue
between different sectors of the nation.”

The work of Gesher’s dedicated team has a ripple effect that reaches beyond the boundaries of Israel
into the Jewish world at large, fostering a Jewish identity which forms a bond that unites us, rather than
a wall that divides us.

Make A Donation
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Contact

MR Aaron Kampf
11 Hilton Crescent
Prestwich
MANCHESTER
M25 9NQ

Tel: 02035142207
Email: info@gesheruk.org
Website: www.gesheruk.org

Trustees
Click on a trustee to show other charities for which they also act as trustee

MR Geoffrey Hugh MelametRABBI LEVENEMR Jonathan Casdin FeingoldMR Boris Benari
MR GEOFFREY HUGH MELAMET is also a trustee of:
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GESHER CLOSES THE GAPS
BETWEEN DIFFERENT
SEGMENTS OF ISRAELI
SOCIETY, STRENGTHENS
JEWISH IDENTITY, AND
PROMOTES JEWISH UNITY.

2013 MILESTONES
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22,570 60+ 3% 100%

PARTICIPANTS CITIES across of PARTICIPANTS PREVENTION
this year alone Israel engaged report Gesher of violent
significantly protests in cities
changed their where Gesher
view intervened

GESHER SINCE INCEPTION:

1 MILLION participants in seminars and activities
60,000 IDF Officers trained in Gesher Leadership Seminars
0 8 MILLION viewers of award-winning films & TV dramas

Established common ground between secular and religious Zionists

“It was the most TRANSFORMATIVE
EXPERIENCE of my high school years”

- Sarah H., Gesher Encounter Seminar participant
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Gesher has piloted a
program bringing influential
young adults into the
homes of ultra-Orthodox
families in Jerusalem for a
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YOUNG GENER

This year alone, more than 7,000 Israeli

high school students participated in Gesher’s
secular-religious dialogue and Jewish identity
programs.

In the coming year, GESHER IS INCREASING
ITS IMPACT BY SELECTING TOP STUDENTS
FROM MORE SCHOOLS and providing

them with transformational 3-day leadership
seminars. These teens will return to their
schools as activists for a shared Jewish
identity, tolerance, and respect.

In 2013°C used its reach wii
education b .ng seminars for spe
selected units, 1. LUDING: BORDER POL =
COMMANDERS, all NAHAL HAREDI recruits,
SENIOR IDF PERSONNEL from the Southern
and Northern Command, specially selected
COMBAT UNITS, and recruits for the POLICE
& PRISON SERVICES.
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BUILDING NEW
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GRASS ROOTS: MEETCHABRIM

Gesher is proud to be a founding partner of
‘Meetchabrim’, a grass-roots project sweeping across
Israel uniting citizens from all backgrounds. We're
working closely with its impressive founder, Brigadier
General (res.) Ram Shmueli, and other partnering
organizations that share Gesher’s core values, putting
our educational techniques and content into the hands of
over 50,000 Meetchabrim participants this year alone!

MEDIA & FILM :
AVI CHAI AND GESHER FILM FUND

The Gesher Film Fund, the Avi Chai Film &
Television Project, and Gesher are launching a

5 year collaborative, pushing a wave of films,
incubators, television programs, and social media
materials; advancing our shared mission of
strengthening the fabric of the Jewish people and
our shared Jewish identity. Previous collaboration
saw the successful production of award-winning

Ushpizin and Shtissel (which won 10 Israeli

academy awards this year). Great excitement
is building up around the first products of this

powerful partnership.

ISRAELI GOVERNMENT:
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

The newly elected government has partnered with
Gesher to make encounters with ‘the other’ a national
priority. A dedicated government fund will encourage
more schools and students to participate in Encounter
Seminars. We hope to see an increase of several
thousand participants over the next three years.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

In November, Gesher hosted participants from Jewish With over 160 people in Ihe
Federations of North America’s (JENA) 2013 General audience, New York City’s 92Y
Assembly as part of a city-wide day of learning in featured Gesher’s very own

Jerusalem. We're delighted that JENA gave us the Executive Director llan Geal-Dor

: i for a panel discussion moderated
opportunity to converse with diaspora Jews about the 37 A B a5 (e e

importance of forming a shared commitment to Israel Journalism School. The panel also

and give them meaningful content to take home to e [ e m R e el e N5

their communities. York Times and Rabbi Avi Shafran
from Agudath Israel of America. It
was a rare opportunity for North
Americanguests to engaaa with ~
panel on the

e .}l Rl W V4 well-verse
f' Ny - facing the Jewish People
/ f . today. Look out for future
_ v events with Gesher, or ge
. _ y i to bring similar initiatives
0 _'_. § y -~ - ‘ { . 4
A - :

areaq soon.
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For the culmination of our first Leadership Course,
Gesher hosted Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks for a
special discussion with our graduating participants.
Rabbi Sacks gave strength and inspiration to these
ultra-Orthodox, secular, and religious leaders,
specially joined by Gesher’s inner circle of leadership,
supparters, and senior facilitators for an

uplifting morning. F
“THE RELIGIOUS SECULAR DIVIDE IN ISRAEL \
IS ABOUT FEAR... BUT WE HAVE NOTHING '
TO FEAR. YOU CAN MEET YOUR SISTER AND
BROTHER IN PEACE.”
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GESHER FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD

Israel is Gesher’s fastest growing
source of support! This year,
donors came to inspirational
events featuring Gesher programs
in Jerusalem, Ra’anana, and
Herzliya. Looking forward,
Modi’in is gearing up to host an
event in early 2014.

For one touching ceremony,
guests came to Gesher’s campus
for a re-dedication of the Adam
Science z”| Room. Guests from
the Science family, friends from
across Israel, and representatives
from the IDF and Israeli
government joined a hearifelt
ceremony celebrating the memory
of Adam z"l and the legacy that
continues in his memory.

In February, three Gesher
representatives flew to New
York to speak with donors and
the community at large about
their experiences as Israelis

on the front lines of change in
Israel. Rivka Fredj, a graduate
of Gesher’s Encounter Seminar,
Na’ama Weinberg, a facilitator
specializing in IDF Leadership
Training, and Gesher Director
Yoni Sherizen were hosted

by Seth Damski for a host of
communal speaking events
spreading Gesher’s message

and raising much-needed funds.

NEW FACES AT GESHER

Rabbi Beniji Levene and
Executive Director llan Geal-Dor
visited London for a scholar in
residence weekend and series
of public events to strengthen
our partnership with the Jewish
community and supporters. This
growing collaboration continues
to rapidly progress, and the
Gesher Leadership Course is
planning another special visit in
2014.
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BUDGET

TOTAL TOTAL
2,858,707 2,772,936 =y

\

Gov. Funding (incl. IDF in-kind) Programming (incl. IDF in-kind)

SURPLUS
85,772

Participant Fees Fundraising
Donations Administrative & Management Costs
Beit Gesher Beit Gesher
Other H Office Equipment
TOTAL TOTAL
85,772  SURPLUS

Wh.  /OUR DONATIONS
SPONSORED IN 2013
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10 King David Street
Jerusalem 94101
02-622-8010
yonis@gesher.co.il

332 Bleecker Street, Suite 444
NY, NY 10014

646-465-9301
audrey@gesherusa.org

Asher House, Blackburn Road
London NWé 1AW
0207-604-5900
aaronk@gesher.co.il

c/o Canadian Jewish Education Fund
110 Eglinton Avenue W. Suite 401
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1A3
416-955-0607x233

info@gesherusa.org
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Home >» Our programs >> IDF Officer Training Course

GESHER A shared heritage - A common destiny

Our Programs IDF Officer Training Course

IDF Officer Training Course

Religious-Secular Encounter The IDF is the central meeting point for Israelis of all backgrounds. Soldiers face
Seminars hard-hitting dilemmas that exploit cultural barriers and threaten to divide where
the costs are grave. Israel's soldiers must learn to appreciate a shared set of

T — The IDF is the central meeting point for Israelis of all backgrounds. Soldiers face
Seminars hard-hitting dilemmas that exploit cultural barriers and threaten to divide where

the costs are grave. Israel’s soldiers must learn to appreciate a shared set of Jewish
ewish identity Study Days values and work together towards common goals despite their many differences.

If we can overcome differences within the IDF, we stand a chance at bettering
Israeli society for the years to come.,

3@sher Multicultural Film Fund

3esher Leadership Course Gesher's IDF Officer's Training Course is delivered to every officer today. The 6,000
oy young men and women who are carefully selected by the IDF each year for
T - leadership positions undergo this intensive 5 day seminar, With Gesher delivering

two days of the program and the rest coordinated in conjuction with our expert
educators. As military officers, these cadets will serve as role models and quides for
their troops, and as future citizen leaders, they will shape Israeli society for
generations to come.

Impact:

Foster positive interactions in place of dangerous internal conflict &
distrust

* Strengthen Jewish morale, ideals and values as a foundation of IDF
service

Shape a cohort of future leaders in Israel’s military and civilian sectors

Utilizing this platform, those at the forefront of Israel’s defense will
develop a shared identity that prizes Jewish values and promotes
tolerance of diversity — helping Israel overcome its most pressing
threats.
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