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GESHER CLOSES THE GAPS 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT 

SEGMENTS OF ISRAELI 
SOCIETY, STRENGTHENS 
JEWISH IDENTITY, AND 

PROMOTES JEWISH UNITY.{

“It was the most TRANSFORMATIVE 
EXPERIENCE of my high school years”
- Sarah H., Gesher Encounter Seminar participant

}
2013 MILESTONES

PARTICIPANTS 
this year alone

22,570 
CITIES across 

Israel engaged 

60+ 

GESHER SINCE INCEPTION:
1 MILLION participants in seminars and activities 
60,000  
8 MILLION  
Established common ground between secular and religious Zionists 

of PARTICIPANTS 
report Gesher 

changed their 
view

93%
of violent 

protests in cities 
where Gesher 

intervened 

100%
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&ULTRA-ORTHODOX 
ENLISTMENT

IDF invited an outside 
organization (Gesher) 
to join its panel on ultra-
Orthodox enlistment. 

Ilan Geal-Dor now attends 
these sensitive meetings. 
His involvement is another 

to handle the most sensitive 
issues of our day. 

MEDIATING CONFLICT 

COMMUNITY 
MEDIATION EXPANDS

In light of our breakthrough 
mediation in Beit Shemesh, 

Roundtable Forum has 
expanded to more cities 
and we are now reaching 
farther than ever before. 
New roundtables have 
begun in
ILLIT, AND JERUSALEM, and 
two more are scheduled to 
begin in the coming months, 
spreading much needed 
communication, hope, and 
optimism.

BRIDGING THE  

Gesher has piloted a 

young adults into the 
homes of ultra-Orthodox 
families in Jerusalem for a 
Sabbath meal.  Participants 
TOURED CLOSED OFF 
NEIGHBORHOODS AND 
ENGAGED IN DIALOGUE 
with leading community 
representatives.  This new 
initiative attracted more 
than 150 participants 
over 3 months and will be 
dramatically expanded in 
the coming year. 
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*EDUCATING A 
YOUNG GENERATION

IDF EDUCATION

In 2013 Gesher increased its reach with IDF 
education by providing seminars for specially 
selected units, INCLUDING: BORDER POLICE 
COMMANDERS, all NAHAL HAREDI recruits, 
SENIOR IDF PERSONNEL from the Southern 
and Northern Command, specially selected 
COMBAT UNITS, and recruits for the POLICE 

TEEN SEMINARS

This year alone, more than 7,000 Israeli 

secular-religious dialogue and Jewish identity 
programs. 

In the coming year, GESHER IS INCREASING 
ITS IMPACT BY SELECTING TOP STUDENTS 
FROM MORE SCHOOLS and providing 
them with transformational 3-day leadership 
seminars. These teens will return to their 
schools as activists for a shared Jewish 
identity, tolerance, and respect.*  
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%
BUILDING NEW 

LEADERSHIP 

GESHER LEADERSHIP COURSE

In 2013, a new project brought 20 leaders from ultra-
Orthodox, secular and religious communities together 
to build bridges, overcome obstacles, and create 
programs to advance tolerance and understanding in 
Israeli society.  

After six months of intensive meetings, a 5-day trip to 
London, and working together on new joint initiatives, 
these TALENTED FIRST GRADUATES OF THE GESHER 
LEADERSHIP COURSE are shaping a more tolerant 
future in Israel; built on mutual responsibility and a 
shared Jewish identity.

IDF OFFICER TRAINING COURSE

now leading soldiers of all backgrounds and shaping 
this critical meeting point for most Israelis. By engaging 
young leaders and shaping the IDF experience as 
a cohesive, values-driven experience; GESHER IS 
ENSURING LONG-TERM IMPACT within the IDF and 
beyond.

“This was an EXHILARATING 
EXPERIENCE—meeting people, 
heads of organizations and 
community leaders... There is no 
doubt that it was successful in 
giving me copious amounts of 
INSPIRATION that will help me 
with my activities in Israel.” 
- Menachem Bombach 
ULTRA-ORTHODOX LEADERSHIP COURSE PARTICIPANT, 
DIRECTOR OF THE ULTRA-ORTHODOX CAMPUS AT 
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&
GRASS ROOTS: MEETCHABRIM 

Gesher is proud to be a founding partner of 

working closely with its impressive founder, Brigadier 
General (res.) Ram Shmueli, and other partnering 

our educational techniques and content into the hands of 
over 50,000 Meetchabrim participants this year alone! 

Television Project, and Gesher are launching a 

incubators, television programs, and social media 
materials; advancing our shared mission of 
strengthening the fabric of the Jewish people and 
our shared Jewish identity. Previous collaboration 
saw the successful production of award-winning 
Ushpizin and Shtissel (which won 10 Israeli 
academy awards this year). Great excitement 

powerful partnership.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

The newly elected government has partnered with 

priority. A dedicated government fund will encourage 
more schools and students to participate in Encounter 
Seminars. We hope to see an increase of several 
thousand participants over the next three years.

STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIPS 
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& *RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON LEADERSHIP

Gesher hosted Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks for a 
special discussion with our graduating participants. 
Rabbi Sacks gave strength and inspiration to these 
ultra-Orthodox, secular, and religious leaders, 

supporters, and senior facilitators for an 
uplifting morning. 
“THE RELIGIOUS SECULAR DIVIDE IN ISRAEL 
IS ABOUT FEAR... BUT WE HAVE NOTHING 
TO FEAR. YOU CAN MEET YOUR SISTER AND 
BROTHER IN PEACE.”

GESHER @ 92Y 

With over 160 people in the 

Executive Director Ilan Geal-Dor 
for a panel discussion moderated 
by Ari Goldman of the Columbia 
Journalism School. The panel also 
included Ethan Bronner of The New 
York Times and Rabbi Avi Shafran 
from Agudath Israel of America. It 
was a rare opportunity for North 
American guests to engage with a 
well-versed panel on the challenges 
facing the Jewish People in Israel 
today. Look out for future public 
events with Gesher, or get in touch 
to bring similar initiatives to your 
area soon.

RABBI LORD 
JONATHAN 
SACKS AT 
GESHER

In November, Gesher hosted participants from Jewish 

Assembly as part of a city-wide day of learning in 

opportunity to converse with diaspora Jews about the 
importance of forming a shared commitment to Israel 
and give them meaningful content to take home to 
their communities.& *  
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NEW FACES AT GESHER

GESHER FRIENDS 
AROUND THE WORLD 

ISRAEL

source of support! This year, 
donors came to inspirational 
events featuring Gesher programs 

Herzliya. Looking forward, 

event in early 2014. 

For one touching ceremony, 

for a re-dedication of the Adam 
Science z”l Room. Guests from 
the Science family, friends from 
across Israel, and representatives 
from the IDF and Israeli 
government joined a heartfelt 
ceremony celebrating the memory 
of Adam z”l and the legacy that 
continues in his memory. 

USA

In February, three Gesher 

York to speak with donors and 
the community at large about 
their experiences as Israelis 
on the front lines of change in 
Israel.  Rivka Fredj, a graduate 

specializing in IDF Leadership 
Training, and Gesher Director 
Yoni Sherizen were hosted 
by Seth Damski for a host of 
communal speaking events 

and raising much-needed funds.

 

UK

Rabbi Benji Levene and 
Executive Director Ilan Geal-Dor 
visited London for a scholar in 
residence weekend and series 
of public events to strengthen 
our partnership with the Jewish 
community and supporters.  This 
growing collaboration continues 
to rapidly progress, and the 
Gesher Leadership Course is 
planning another special visit in 
2014. 

Audrey has spent her entire life prepping for her 
role with Gesher and feels that the Ahavat Yisrael 

programming is her mission in life. With decades of 
experience in development ranging from the national 

fundraising efforts in North 
America.  

SHMUEL CHAIM 
PAPPENHEIM,    
Director of Ultra-
Orthodox Projects

AUDREY WEITZ, 
Director of 
Development, USA

new Leadership Course, gathering participants for 
Gesher dialogue groups, and creating a popular 
lecture series for yeshiva students. As a proactive 
Gesher representative in many forums and regularly 
appearing in the media, this Toldos Aharon Hasid 
from Beit Shemesh and former newspaper editor is 
impacting the ultra-Orthodox community and all of 
Israel on a large scale. 
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$
BUDGET

2013

WHAT YOUR DONATIONS 
SPONSORED IN 2013

TRAINING

SCHOLARSHIP for a Teen Encounter Seminar

A MEDIATOR / FACILITATOR for One Day of Sessions

One Year of DIALOGUE for a Community Leader 

One Participant in the Gesher LEADERSHIP Course

An IDF Unit in Gesher TRAINING

Weekend SEMINAR for Secular – Religious Teens

Created STRATEGIC PLAN 

Launched Matching GRANT for IDF Gesher Training

$50

$180

$500

$1,800

$3,000

$10,000

$18,000

$50,000

$100,000

TOTAL
2,772,936

SURPLUS
85,772

INCOME EXPENSES

34.4%

Gov. Funding (incl. IDF in-kind)

Participant Fees

Donations

Beit Gesher

Other

TOTAL

$USD

835,185

279,674

616,384

1,122,863

4,601

2,858,707

Programming (incl. IDF in-kind)

Fundraising

Beit Gesher

TOTAL

SURPLUS

$USD

1,359,788

229,132

199,186

954,092

30,738

2,772,936

85,772

TOTAL
2,858,707

29.2%

9.8% 39.3%

21.6%

0.2%

49%

1.1%
8.3%

7.2%
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GESHER ISRAEL 
10 King David Street 
Jerusalem 94101 
02-622-8010
yonis@gesher.co.il

GESHER FOUNDATION USA 
332 Bleecker Street, Suite 444 
NY, NY 10014
646-465-9301
audrey@gesherusa.org

BRITISH FRIENDS OF GESHER 
Asher House, Blackburn Road
London NW6 1AW 
0207-604-5900
aaronk@gesher.co.il

GESHER CANADA 
c/o Canadian Jewish Education Fund
110 Eglinton Avenue W. Suite 401 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1A3
416-955-0607x233
info@gesherusa.org

WWW.GESHER.CO.IL/ENGLISH
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