










Intifada Street:
Revolutionary Arts

15 March 2014

IHRC hosted first ever exhibition of up and
coming artist Mohammed Hamza at its
gallery. Hamza is a British-born Pakistani
who has a gift for the spoken word.
Through his art he tries to to reflect the cries
of the struggling and oppressed around the
world, particularly Palestine. He is also the
founder of Intifada Street, an art company
whose mission is to give a platform to
revolutionary artists like himself. The
exhibition runs until June 2014.

Decolonising Education:
How can we teach and learn
a better world?

22 March 2014

IHRC, inn conjunction with ALICE is a
research project coordinated by Boaventura
de Sousa and financed by the European
Research Council (ERC), brought together
Leading decolonial academics and thinkers
to discuss ways that educational models,
curricula and concepts can be
decolonialised, ie) rethought, retaught and
relearned with the aim of transforming
society for the better. The line-up included
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Ramon Grosfoguel, University of
California – Berkeley, Houria Bouteldja,
founder Party of the Indigenous of the
Republic (France) and Julia Suárez-Krabbe,
Roskilde University (Denmark).

Film Screening & Directors’
Q&A of ‘Even the Crows: A
Divided Gujarat’

29 March 2014

Directors Sheena Sumaria / Sonum
Sumaria joined IHRC to discuss what made
them follow the story of the Gujarat
massacres in 2002, andwhat they found out
on their way. At a time when the
controversial Chief Minister of Gujarat,
Narendra Modi, is running to be India’s
next prime minister, Even the Crows
explores the way in which his politics and
Hindu nationalist ideology have polarised
Gujarat along religious lines. Since the anti-
Muslim riots of 2002, the Muslim minority
population has been denied justice and
marginalised to the ghettos. Meanwhile,
Narendra Modi, who has been accused of
complicity in the riots, has ridden a wave
of popularity. Through the intimate stories
of American-Gujarati Nishrin, whose
father, a prominent Muslim MP, was
butchered during the 2002 Gujarat riots,
and British-Gujarati, Imran, who was the
sole survivor when he was attacked along
with his two uncles and a friend while on
holiday in the state, the film explores
Modi’s link to the violence and the
minority community’s ongoing struggle for
justice.

Most of the events were broadcast live on
www.ihrc.tv and have been uploaded to
the IHRC Youtube Channel.

Decoloniality Europe 3rd Meeting, May 2014,
Amsterdam IHRC has been invited as a
key network partner. Arzu Merali is
invited to attend a side event on Muslim
women in Europe alongside the main
meeting.

Critical Muslim Studies Summer School:
Arzu MErali and Massoud Shadjareh will
among the Faculty again this year.
Islamophobia Conference, Paris, December,
2014 (UC Berkeley and others) – IHRC has
been invited to attend this.
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Campaigns and
Awareness

MARCH

Action Alert: Sri Lanka –
Demand an end to violence
against the Muslim and
Christian community in Sri
Lanka

11 March 2013

IHRC urged supporters to write to the Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister and the UN to
demand they take action to stem anti-
Muslim and anti-Christian discrimination
and hatred on the island in the wake of
organised campaigns by extremist
Buddhists targeting the two religious
minorities.

Action Alert:Myanmar –
Demand an end to the
massacre of Burmese
Muslims by Buddhist
supremacists 2

8 March 2013

Asimilar action alert focussed on the plight
of the stateless Rohingya Muslims of
Burma. Despite alleged political reforms in
the country, increasing violence against the
Muslim minority, including ethnic
cleansing and massacres, had further
imperilled the lives of a people the UN has
called “one of the world’s most persecuted
peoples”. In the same month IHRC
published a series of articles by journalist

Assed Baig who went to Myanmar to
investigate the anti-Muslim violence.

APRIL

Action Alert:
Palestine/Israel - Protest
BBC blackout on reporting
plight of Palestinian Hunger
Strikers

7 April 2013

IHRC lobbied the BBC to break its
unacceptable silence on the plight of
Palestinian prisoners in Israel who had
been on hunger strike to draw international
attention to the Israeli prison system in
which torture, administrative detention
and rape are commonplace in clear
violation of international human rights law.
IHRC asked campaigners to write to the
chairman of the BBC Trust protesting its
failure to cover the issue of Palestinian
hunger strikers.

Action Alert: Saudi Arabia –
Oppose death sentence
against Sheikh Nimr

11 April 2013

In Saudi Arabia the continued detention
and death sentence handed down to Sheikh
Nimr Baqir al-Nimr drew an urgent
response from IHRC and once again
brought the country’s human rights record
into focus. A report in 2011 by IHRC had
found that the ultra-conservative monarchy
was holding at least 30,000 political
prisoners in detention.
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Palestinian Prisoners Day
Protest outside G4S

18 April 2013

Protests continued against security firm
G4S outside its London headquarters for its
complicity in the detention and torture of
Palestinian children. G4S has supplied the
Israeli security apparatus with a perimeter
defence system and command control
centre for Ofer prison in occupied Palestine,
and security systems for the al-Jalame
interrogation centre in Israel. Ofer and Al-
Jalame are notorious for having housed
Palestinian children in solitary
confinement. The internment of children in
solitary confinement, as well as their
interrogation and torture, is made possible
by the technological and logistical support
provided by G4S. The pressure paid off
when shortly afterwards G4S announced it
would quit key contracts in Israel.

IHRC urges UEFA to
relocate tournament away
from Israel

24 May 2013

A decision by the governing body of
European football, UEFA, to host the 2013
Under-21 Championship in Israel led to the
IHRC joining a protest campaign
demanding the tournament be relocated.
Israel has abducted and detained
numerous Palestinian football players
without charge, severely tortured them,
and has destroyed the Rafah National
Stadium on three separate occasions
between 2008 and 2012. IHRC organised a
rally outside the UEFAAnnual Congress in
London on 24 May and a letter writing
campaign toMichel Platini, President of the

Union of European Football Associations,
to revoke the decision in light of Israel’s
treatment of Palestinian footballers.

JUNE

Bahrain action alert

5 June 2013

The continuing problems in Bahrain
continued to exercise human rights
activists. IHRC campaigned against
Bahrain’s continuing denial of the rights of
four prominent political prisoners held as
a result of their participation in the
country’s ongoing popular uprising. Prison
authorities had deprived the political
detainees of the right to family visits for
two consecutive months as well as access to
health care and other basic hygiene needs
unless they agreed to wear the uniforms
issued to convicts. IHRC urged people to
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write to the foreign minister of their
country and the UN demanding an end to
the Bahraini government’s torture,
maltreatment and detention of the leading
human rights and opposition figures.

Jordan embassy protest to
demand Palestinians’
release

30 June 2013

IHRC also asked supporters to petition the
Jordanian government to demand the
release or extradition from Israel of
five Palestinian political
prisoners with
Jordanian

citizenship. The five had been on hunger
strike in Israeli jails where they were
subjected to physical and psychological
torture. A protest was held outside the
Jordanian Embassy in London and another
protest followed in October. One hundred
days into their hunger strike the prisoners
thought they achieved a partial victory
when Israeli authorities apparently relented
and agreed to allow four of their number to
receive family visits only for the Zionist
regime to later renege on its promise.
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Open letter to PM David
Cameron

16 July 2013

IHRC was also at the forefront of
publicising police and government double
standards in the wake of the Woolwich
killing of a British soldier. Chair Massoud
Shadjareh wrote to the Commissioner of
London’s Metropolitan police seeking
assurances that they were being vigilant
and demanding they adopt a zero-tolerance
policy towards right-wing racists seeking to
benefit from the attack. IHRC also asked for
increased security aroundMuslim places of
worship, Muslim schools and institutes.
IHRC also issued precautionary advice to
members of theMuslim community to help
them guard against the attacks spawned by
the incident, and provided details onwhere
and how to report such hate-crimes.

Action alert: Egypt military
coup

25 July 2013

On July 3, 2013 the Egyptian military
deposed the elected President of Egypt
Mohammed Morsi and his government,
forcibly clearing camps set up by his
supporters and killing many hundreds in
the process. IHRC added its voice to the
worldwide condemnation of the military-
led violence and the retreat towards a
military dictatorship, asking supporters to
write to the foreign ministers of their
countries to demand they unequivocally
condemn the coup.
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Schedule 7 leaflet and app
produced

21 August 2013

The unparalleled work of IHRC around
Schedules 7 and 8 of the TerrorismAct 2000
continued with the publication of a “Know
Your Rights” booklet to inform the public
about their rights in respect of the widely
abused legislation. IHRC later launched
apps for Apple and Android phones
containing the same information.

Lynne Stewart letter writing
campaign

13 September 2013

IHRC organised a letter writing campaign
requesting the release from prison of Lynne
Stewart, Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman’s
attorney of many years, who was unfairly
convicted and sentenced for passing
messages from her client to his followers in
Egypt. Stewart was suffering from terminal
cancer, languishing in a prison far away
from her loved ones, until she was released
later in 2013 for compassionate reasons.

Action alert: Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal

9 September 2013

Mumia Abu-Jamal, the African-American
writer and journalist who suffered 30 years
incarceration on Death Row and who
remains imprisoned for a crime that he
insists he did not commit. Abu-Jamal
maintains he is a victim of a corrupt
system. It can be argued that he has now

become an international symbol for
institutional racism and judicial abuse in
the US. IHRC asked people to write to
Mumia Abu-Jamal expressing their
solidarity with him and encouraging him
to continue to fight injustice with his
writings, even though he is behind bars.

Demonstration against
proposed visit of Narendra
Modi

10 September 2013

Also in September IHRC joined other
activists to protest outside Brent North MP
Barry Gardiner’s surgery in London after
he invited the ‘Butcher of Gujarat’
Narendra Modi to speak in the Houses of
Parliament. Modi is widely held to be the
instigator of massacres of Muslims across
Gujarat in 2002. IHRC’s report on the
massacres can be found online, but read
with caution, the contents are quite
harrowing.

Action Alert: Aafia Siddiqui
must be repatriated

11 September 2013

Another victim of a massive miscarriage of
justice in the US who remains the focus of
IHRC efforts is Aafia Siddiqui. The mother
of three was kidnapped in Pakistan by
US/Pakistani forces in 2003 and rendered
to Afghanistan where she was framed for
shooting at US military personnel. Ms
Siddiqui remains incarcerated in the US
serving a prison sentence of 83 years. IHRC
asked supporters to urge their respective
governments to apply pressure on the US
and the UN to repatriate Ms Siddiqui.
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Action Alert: Bangladesh –
Demand a Fair Trial for
Jamat-e-Islaami Activists

19 September 2013

IHRC also campaigned for fair trials for the
Jamaat-e-Islami activists arrested in the
Bangladesh government’s dubious
crackdown on collaborators and war
criminals in the 1971 War of Independence
with Pakistan. The arrests and subsequent
trials are part of a politically motivated
attack by the ruling Awami League
designed to cripple the opposition by
taking out its leaders. IHRC
strongly condemned
the hanging
of

Abdul Kader Mullah in December 2013.

Protest outside London
headquarters of G4S

27 September 2013

IHRC united with activists in Argentina,
Canada, Chile, France, UK and Uruguay to
demand the release of the Hares brothers -
five Palestinian children who had been
imprisoned without
trial by
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Israel following a road accident in which
four Jewish settlers were injured. The
incident in which a car carrying illegal
Jewish settlers was hit by a lorry was
presented by the authorities as one
triggered by stone throwing youths.
Following the extraction of confessions
under torture, the Hares brothers were
charged with 25 counts of attempted
murder each, even though there were only
four people in the settlers’ vehicle. The five
boys - Ali Shamlawi, Mohammed Kleib,
Mohammed Mehdi Suleiman, Tamer Souf,
andAmmar Souf are currently locked up in
another G4S secured facility - Megiddo
prison where G4S provides the entire
central command room. IHRC demanded
the immediate and unconditional release of
all the children holding G4S complicit in
Israel’s crimes, particularly in the torture of
Palestinian children.

Decolonising the Mind
courses

September-October 2013

The ever popular Decolonising the Mind
courses continued in 2013 led by Sandew
Hira from the International Institute for
Scientific Research in the Netherlands. Hira
is a leading critic of the new colonial
discourse and the legacy of colonialism.
Decolonising theMind aims to present new
decolonised knowledge on colonialism and
its legacy, develop an assertive decolonial
attitude and help students master the tools
of debate and discussion. Courses were
held in London in September and in
Birmingham in October.

Eid gifts for Muslim
prisoners

15 October 2013

As in preceding years, IHRC marked Eid
al-Adha by raising funds for and arranging
the distribution of Eid packs to 600Muslim
prisoners in the UK. This exercise in
reaching out and remembering those in our
community who are unable to enjoy Eid
festivals normally helps reduce feelings of
isolation and encourages unity within all
sections of the ummah.

Action Alert: Holy Land 5 –
Sentenced for Funding the
Oppressed

10 October 2013

IHRC continued to campaign for the
release of the ‘Holy Land Five’ detainees in
the US. The five Arab-Americans are all
serving prison sentences of between 15-65
years after being wrongfully convicted of
terrorism related offences connected to the
Holy Land Foundation charity they ran.
IHRC urged people to write to the Foreign
Secretary of their counties to apply pressure
on Israel to release the five who are
imprisoned for crimes they never
committed.
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Historic anti-sectarianism
declaration signed

28 October 2013

Scholars and representatives of major
Islamic sects in Pakistan were brought
together by the UJN (Universal Justice
Network), of which IHRC is a founder, in
Turkey to sign a historic declaration
denouncing religious intolerance in the
country. The accord is based on Charter
3:103, initiated by IHRC, which calls for
Muslims to be united in accordance with
the 103rd verse of the third chapter of the
Holy Quran. The 11-point Declaration
commits the signatories to denounce the
killing of fellow human beings on the basis
of colour, creed, ethnicity or religion as
haram. The statement also declares
excommunication or takfir against fellow

Muslims and abusing the Prophet
Muhammad’s family and companions to be
against the Shariah.

The historic agreement is the product of
IHRC’s 2013 relaunch of Charter 3:103
which during the course of the year had
managed to get key organisations like the
Muslim Council of Britain to sign up to the
pledge of unity.

IHRC keeps up pressure for
repatriation of Sampang
refugees

11 November 2013

IHRC welcomed comments by Indonesia’s
ReligiousAffairs Minister that all of the 200
Shia refugees displaced after sectarian
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violence engulfed their villages in Sampang
in 2012 may be able to return home in the
near future. The announcement came after
strong pressure at the national and
international level, including to the
International Criminal Court (ICC), by the
IHRC which had led a delegation of UJN
members to the region in January 2013.

December 2013Campaign
against Aung San Suu Kyi

IHRC launched an alert in response to the
decision by UNAIDS to appoint Aung San
Suu Kyi as its Zero Discrimination Global
Advocate. IHRC urged people to write to
UNAIDS and express concern about
choosing the Mynamar opposition leader
to head the ‘zero discrimination’ campaign
in light of her lack of concern for the
extreme suffering – include hate based
violent expulsion and exclusion - of the
Rohingya minority in Myanmar. Her
equivocal attitude towards the mass-scale
genocidal acts against Muslims in
Myanmar, in particular the Rohingya, is
very shocking and in sharp contrast to the
anti-discrimination campaigns she
supports and the peace titles she has been
awarded.

Release of Lynne Stewart

31 December 2013

At the end of December IHRC celebrated
the release of Lynne Stewart from jail in the
US. Lynne Stewart is a former US lawyer
and Sheikh OmarAbdel Rahman’s attorney
of many years. A brave and outspoken
professional shemade a name for herself by
defending poor and unpopular clients,
often agreeing to represent them out of

political sympathy with the causes they
supported. In 2005 she was spuriously
convicted of passing messages to the
Egyptian Sheikh’s followers and sentenced
to prison where she spent eight years
before being released on compassionate
grounds following a diagnosis of terminal
breast cancer. IHRC was a staunch
campaigner for her release during her time
in prison.

Action Alert: Demand the
Bangladeshi government to
explain the truth behind the
Dhaka Massacre Reports

3 February 2014-03-18

IHRC put out an action alert urging people
to demand honesty, transparency and
justice for the victims of a police crackdown
on Hefazot-e-Islam activists on 5th/6th
May 2013 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in which
scores of protestors were reportedly killed.
Mounting evidence points to the fact that
that this incident was no less than a brutal
massacre; where the authorities employed
lethal force against victimized citizens.
IHRC published a sample letter demanding
an explanation from the Bangladeshi ruling
party about the apparent violent actions
that led to the deaths of so many innocent
citizens.

Action Alert: 14 February
Uprising leaders –
Sentenced for Supporting
Bahraini Revolt.

5 February 2014

In the run-up to the third anniversary of the
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Bahraini uprising IHRC issued an action
alert calling on people worldwide to write
to their Foreign Secretary demanding that
he/she apply pressure on the Bahraini
government to release the uprising’s
leaders from jail. The opposition leaders
were subjected to torture during their
detention before being tried by a military
court for crimes relating to sedition and
sentenced to life imprisonment.

Action Alert: Bangladesh –
End Bangladeshi
government’s abusive
measures to curb
opposition

14 February 2014

Continuing concerns over Bangladesh’s
crackdown on its opposition prompted the
IHRC to issue and action alert urging
people to protest to the Bangladesh High
Commisioner in the UK, about the
oppressive and unjust policies being
implemented by his government. The
sample letter drew particular attention to
recent events including the hanging of
Abdul Kader Mullah and the workings of
the International Crimes Tribunal, and
called on the government to conform to
international standards of justice with
regards to the other detainees. It also urged
demanded an explanation for the reported
killings of innocent, unarmed civilians at
the hands of police, something which is
becoming a norm in Bangladesh.

Action Alert: Bulgarian
Government urged to Curb
Islamophobic Groups

27 February 2014

An alarming rise in far-right Islamophobic
activity in Bulgaria was the focus of this
alert. IHRC urged people to write to the
Bulgarian ambassador in their country
demanding effective action aimed at
curbing extremist groups that are inciting
religious hatred against Muslims in
Bulgaria and instigating attacks onMuslim
places of worship. In its sample letter IHRC
called on the government of Bulgaria to
rein in the extremists immediately in the
interests of peaceful coexistence and ensure
nsure that the rights of BulgarianMuslims
are protected and they are allowed to
practice their religion in peace.

UN side panel meeting to
discuss Bangladeshi war
crimes trials

12 March 2014

Controversial war crimes trials in
Bangladesh which have divided the
country and passed death sentences against
two opposition leaders came under
scrutiny during the 25th session of the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva. IHRC
hosted a side panel meeting to discuss this
and other concerns surrounding the lethal
use of violence by police against protestors
since the rulingAwami League instituted a
crackdown against the country’s leading
opposition groups. IHRC has condemned
the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) set
up in 2010 by the Awami League to
investigate atrocities carried out during the
1971 war on the grounds that it fails to meet
international standards of justice and is a
mechanism for persecuting the opposition.
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IHRC Oral Statement on
Myanmar to the UN
Universal Periodic Review

14 March 2014

IHRC submitted an oral statement to the
UN Human Rights Council drawing its
attention to to the continuing persecution
of Rohingya Muslims in particular and
Muslims in general in Myanmar. At the
heart of their persecution is the continuing
denial of citizenship and the Rohingyas’
concomitant status as illegal aliens under
the law. The Myanmar government
continues to insist that the Rohingya do not
qualify for citizenship under the 1982
Citizenship Law even though their
presence in Myanmar stretches back many
generations. The Rohingya continue, as a
matter of official policy, to be subjected to
inhuman and degrading treatment
including rape, punitive taxation and
extortion, restrictions on movement,
ownership of property, and access to
essentials such as water, sanitation, food,
medical care, education and employment.
Uniquely in Myanmar, the Rohingya are
also subject to a discriminatory two child
per family procreation limit.

IHRC Oral Statement on
Malaysia to the UN
Universal Periodic Review
(UPR)

14 March 2014

Together with the Universal Justice
Network, IHRC submitted an oral
statement to the UN drawing its attention
to demonization of Shias and their
persecution in Malaysia. In the last few

years, the Shia Muslims in Malaysia and
Indonesia, who have been living in
harmony with their Sunni brothers and
sisters for centuries, have come under
persecution from certain state authorities
responsible for Islamic affairs. Officials
from the Islamic religious affairs
department have raided Shia gatherings
and arrested those participating. In the last
fewmonths the media has carried negative
reports about Shias. They are accused of
plotting with Jews, regarding Sunni
Muslims as dogs, practising deception, and
other highly inflammatory allegations
which have the effect of inciting hatred
against them.

IHRC Oral Statement on
Saudi Arabia to the UN
Universal Periodic Review

14 March 2014

IHRC submitted an oral statement to the
UN highlighting ongoing human rights
abuses in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Over the course of the past three decades
Saudi authorities have detained tens of
thousands of individuals for expressing
dissent against the ruling monarchy. Many
of those arrested have never been charged
with committing a crime and their
treatment, in which stories of torture and
degrading treatment feature prominently,
demonstrates a complete absence of due
process. IHRC’s own report of 2011-12
highlights the imprisonment of some
30,000 political detainees. The statement
also called for the release of all political
prisoners including Sheikh Nimr Baqir Al-
Nimr, a Shia Muslim scholar who was shot
and arrested in 2012 for his outspoken
criticism of the Saudi monarchy and his
calls for equality and reform.
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Malaysia human rights: UN
side panel discussion

19 March 2014

The impact of draconian anti-terrorism
legislation and rising sectarianism in the
majority-Muslim country featured in this
side panel meeting during the 25th session
of the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva.

In 2012 Malaysia replaced its much
criticised Internal Security Act with the
Security Offences (Specal Measures) Act .
Although the new legislation (colloquially
known as SOSMA) did away with the
power of authorities to detain individuals
indefinitely without trial, the new limit of
28 days is still far longer than the 14 days
maximum for other, non-security related,
offences. The power to detain suspects for
28 days is given to the police, without
judicial oversight; persons arrested under
Sosma need not be produced before a
magistrate. Sosma remains far too broad.
So far the definition of “security offence”
and committing acts “prejudicial to
national security and public safety” has
resulted in arrests for wearing a T-shirt
depicting Che Guevara and other non-
security issues. Malaysia is also
experiencing an unprecedented rise in
sectarianism, particularly against its small
but growing Shia Muslim minority. Shia
Muslims found in possession of religious
literature have been arrested while some
firebrand Sunni preachers have made it
their mission to attack the community and
put pressure on political leaders to do
likewise.

UN side panel meeting on
sectarian violence in
Pakistan

20 March 2014

Rising communal and sectarian hatred in
Pakistan formed the subject of this
discussion organised by IHRC at the
annual meeting of United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva. The country
continues to be ravaged by violence, mostly
targeted at the minority Shia Muslims,
Christians, but also increasingly against the
majority Barelvi Muslim school of thought.
Most of the violence is perpetrated by
groups including the Taliban who are
usually characterised by a by puritanical,
ultra conservative and exclusivist religious
outlook. Attacks on places of worship,
shrines, religious processions have become
an everyday occurrence in Pakistan,
particularly in the north western tribal belt
bordering Afghanistan.

Advice Surgeries

Throughout the period of this report the
Islamic Human Rights Commission
continued to offer free weekly Information
and Advice surgeries every Wednesday in
which professional caseworkers provide
people with information and advice on a
whole range of issues covering
employment, welfare benefits,
discrimination and complaints against the
police.
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