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With your donations we support our
fellow Muslims in prison throughout
the year, especially in Ramadan, help-
ing them to draw closer to Allah and
make their lives a little bit more bear-
able. We receive requests from Muslim
Chaplains from prisons across the
country, asking for essential items,
such as (the list is not exhaustive):

¢ Islamic books

* Prayer mats

e Tasbih/prayer beads
¢ Hijab

* Quran

e Itar/Perfume

Ea}c>h"pack costs us approximately £20 and all donations are Zakat eligible.
Donate at: https://donations.ihrc.org.uk/prison-packs
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Message for Eid ul-Fitr

From 'A Quest for Unity’

Download the POF here. )

Buyahard copy at shop.hre.ory )
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 Imam Achmad Cassiem

53%39

~

is a veteran anti-apartheid activist
who was imprisoned on Robben
Island with Nelson Mandela for two
terms, the first of
which when he was
only seventeen years
old. An active
member of the Pan
African Congress,
Cassiem headed
Qibla, the Islamic
movement that
fought apartheid with
the many comrades
of different
movements.

The Long View is a
project and publication of
Islamic Human Rights
Commission (a limited
company no 04716690).

Web www.ihrc.org.uk
E info@ihrc,org
Tel +44 20 8904 4222

All views are the authors'
own and do not reflect
IHRC's views or beliefs.

celebrate

y taking this brief survey of
Blslam operative in an oppres-

sive Jahili environment, we
have at least obtained an inkling
why Muslims are exuberant and en-
thusiastic about Eid-ul-Fitr.

We are not just celebrating our
personal victories over greed, self-
ishness, arrogance and indiscipline,
but also the victory of truth over
falsehood, justice over injustice, and
the triumph of reason over idiocy.

The social dynamics of Islam in-
dicate that Islam is intended as the *
force which will end the domination
of man by man. And in order to do
this, Islam treats the cause first and
then the symptoms. And in order to
sustain social changes it is necessary
that we possess not only political
and economic power but also moral
and intellectual power. In fact, polit-
ical and economic power without
moral and intellectual power is use-
less and self-defeating.

Itis for this reason that we say
we do not dress up politics in reli-
gious robes, neither do we dress up
religion in political robes - we have
Islam and that is all we need to have.

Rasulullah (SAW) spelt out the
Muslims attitude to oppression very
clearly:

A Muslim is a brother to
every other Muslim; he does
not oppress him, neither
does he abandon him when
he is oppressed.’

[Hadith]

‘Do not do injustice unto
others, nor let injustice be
done unto you.’

[Hadith]

“Help your brother, whether
oppressing or oppressed.”
People asked: “O Allah’s
Apostle! It is all right to
help himif he is oppressed,
but how should we help him
if he is an oppressor?” The
Prophet (SAW) said: “BY
PREVENTING HIM FROM
OPPRESSING OTHERS”
[Hadith]

Let it be universally known that
those in possession of the truth are
in possession of a most powerful in-
strument, a most effective instru-
ment for dynamic social action.

Why do we

If truth did not bring about prac-
tical results, then there would be no
sense in choosing truth rather than
falsehood.

The total liberation of mankind
is the immediate task of the present
generation. And the Qur’an not only
furnishes us with the authority but
also with the method for this radical
social transformation. And the com-
mand is very clear:

And WHY SHOULD YE NOT
FIGHT IN THE CAUSE OF
ALLAH AND OF THOSE
WHO BEING WEAK, ARE
ILL- TREATED (and OP-
PRESSED)? - Men, women
and children, whose cry is:
Our Lord! Rescue us from
this town whose people are
oppressors and raise for us
from Thee one who will
help?’

[Qur’an 4:75]

Is it, therefore, surprising that
Muslims have been celebrating Eid
for more than one thousand four
hundred years! And the joy is spon-
taneous and enthusiastic because:

‘He that obeys Allah and His
Rasul (SAW) has already at-
tained the highest achieve-
ment.’

[Qur’an 33:71]

When the Eid celebrations are
over in their outward manifesta-
tions, then those who have imbibed
the inner manifestations must re-
member: We, as Muslims, have a
tremendous responsibility to eradi-
cate oppression, exploitation,
racism and all forms of injustice,
and replace it with a universal sys-
tem of social justice.

In South Africa we shall not be
found wanting; in fact here we have
an even greater responsibility and
we shall, in a true spirit of universal
brotherhood, respond to the call. O
Muslims!

‘Be not weary and faint-
hearted, crying for peace,
when ye should be upper-
most, FOR ALLAH IS WITH
YOU AND WILL NEVER
PUT YOU IN LOSS FOR
YOUR (GOOD) DEEDS.’
[Qur’an 47:35]



